THE 


PRESBYTERIAN  MAGAZINE. 

JULY,  1859. 


ElisnllanEDUB  Irtirlea. 


HINTS  ON  THE  CHOICE  OF  A  PROFESSION. 

At  a  time  when  so  many  young  men  are  brought  to  the  knowledge 
of  Christ,  and  the  world  is  so  active  with  influences  to  claim  their 
services,  it  may  be  well  to  present  some  considerations  to  the  youth 
of  the  Church  in  regard  to  the  choice  of  a  profession. 

What  principles  shall  govern  a  young  man  in  the  choice 
OF  HIS  PROFESSION  IN  LIFE  ?  A  question  of  this  importance  must 
necessarily  possess  some  elements  of  a  satisfactory  solution.  And 
every  young  man  who  approaches  the  subject  in  a  proper  frame  of 
mind,  may  reasonably  expect  light  to  lead  him  to  a  right  decision,  in 
view  of  his  responsibilities  to  God  and  man. 

I.  One  of  the  leading  principles  in  the  choice  of  a  profession,  is 
to  follow  the  one  best  suited  to  our  gifts  and  endowments. 
Every  person  has  gifts  which  are  better  suited  to  some  employments 
than  to  others ;  and  these  gifts  come  from  God,  to  whom  we  are 
responsible  for  the  mode  of  their  activity. 

1.  It  often  happens  that  a  person’s  endowments  are  so  specially 
adapted  to  a  particular  sphere  of  action,  that  there  can  be  no  doubt 
of  God’s  intention  in  bestowing  them.  In  all  ages,  God  has  conferred 
on  men  the  mental  and  moral  qualities  requisite  to  accomplish  his 
will  upon  the  earth.  Jabal  was  the  leading  agriculturist  of  his  age, 
being  “the  father  of  such  as  dwell  in  tents  and  of  such  as  have 
cattle.”  Jubal,  his  brother,  was  the  great  musician  of  early  history, 
“the  father  of  all  such  as  handle  the  harp  and  the  organ.”  So 
Tubal-Cain  was  the  great  mechanic,  and  “  the  instructor  of  every 
artiflcer  in  brass  and  iron.”  The  gifts,  especially  adapted  to  each 
and  every  human  employment  in  every  age  of  the  world,  are  im¬ 
parted  by  the  great  and  glorious  Creator.  “  There  is  a  spirit  in 
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man  ;  and  the  inspiration  of  the  Almighty  giveth  him  understanding.” 
God  gave  to  Moses  the  power  of  a  ruler,  and  to  Aaron  the  station  of 
a  priest.  “  And  the  Lord  spake  unto  Moses,  saying.  See,  I  have 
called  by  name  Bezaleel,  the  son  of  Uri,  the  son  of  Hur,  of  the  tribe 
of  Judah:  and  I  have  filled  him  with  the  Spirit  of  God,  in  wisdom 
and  in  understanding,  and  in  knowledge,  and  in  all  manner  of  work¬ 
manship  :  and  I,  behold  I,  have  given  with  him  Aholiab,  the  son  of 
Ahishamach,  of  the  tribe  of  Dan  ;  and  in  the  hearts  of  all  that  are 
wise-hearted  I  have  put  wdsdom,  that  they  may  make  all  that  I  have 
commanded  thee.”  In  the  art  of  war,  God  raised  up  Othniel,  and 
Gideon,  and  Jephthah,  and  Samson,  of  whom  it  is  said,  ‘‘  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  came  upon  them.”  Saul,  and  David,  and  Solomon,  were 
raised  up  to  do  the  work  of  kings;  and  Cyrus  is  called  “anointed” 
for  the  special  service  performed  by  his  kingdom  in  bringing  to  pass 
God’s  holy  will. 

These  illustrations  of  the  Divine  mode  of  conferring  special  endow¬ 
ments  to  accomplish  special  purposes,  are  given  with  a  view  of 
explaining  and  confirming  a  common  principle  of  the  Divine  adminis¬ 
tration.  God  has  some  purpose  in  regard  to  every  human  being; 
and  although  His  definite  plan  may  not  be  readily  or  always  under¬ 
stood  by  the  mere  inspection  of  natural  or  moral  qualities,  it  is 
nevertheless  true  that  a  knowdedge  of  these  qualities,  when  attained, 
is,  so  far,  an  index  to  every  one’s  pursuits.  Newton  and  La  Place 
were  naturally  assigned  to  philosophy  ;  Calvin  and  Luther  to  theology ; 
Raphael  and  Da  Vinci  to  painting  ;  Canova  and  Thorwaldsen  to 
sculpture;  Reed  and  Brown  to  mental  science;  Marshall  and  Kent 
to  jurisprudence;  and  Webster,  Clay,  and  Calhoun  to  the  Senate. 
Must  a  man,  therefore,  be  necessarily  great  in  order  to  have  special 
gifts  for  his  calling  ?  By  no  means.  The  principle  shines  brightest 
in  pre-eminent  examples,  but  does  not  lack  light  in  obscurer  spheres. 
Every  young  man,  in  whatever  position  in  life,  wdll  find  materials  to 
assist  in  the  choice  of  his  profession,  in  the  careful  examination  of 
his  mental  and  moral  endowments. 

2.  It  sometimes  happens  that  what  is  called  our  tastes  or  inclina¬ 
tions  give  some  insight  into  our  natural  adaptations.  Young  persons 
often  cherish,  in  advance,  a  love  for  a  particular  course  of  life,  in 
preference  to  every  other.  It  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  such 
tendencies  are  to  be  infallibly  obeyed.  A  change  of  circumstances 
may  create  new  tastes,  and  new  habits  of  life,  and  new  qualifications 
for  the  discharge  of  duty.  And,  besides,  sinful  nature  is  not  an 
unerring  guide.  Nevertheless,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  these  natural 
inclinations  claim  attention,  although  they  do  not  always  anticipate 
the  final  decision.  They  are  heralds  to  announce  good  tidings,  if 
rightly  commissioned ;  but  they  may  be  spies  sent  by  the  enemy  with 
a  view  to  deception.  A  prudent  and  conscientious  young  man  must 
give  due  weight  to  his  natural  preferences,  in  choosing  his  profession, 
but  not  too  much  weight. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  guidance  which  natural  tastes  offer  in  the 
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choice  of  one’s  pursuits,  the  case  of  the  late  Professor  Olmsted^  of 
Yale  College,  may  be  adduced.  Being  placed  by  his  father  in  a 
country  store,  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  he  remained  there  two  years,  but 
without  entering  into  the  spirit  of  his  occupation.  His  ardent  mind 
thirsted  for  knowledge,  and  could  not  be  held  down  to  the  counter. 
He  preferred  teaching  school ;  and  then,  following  the  desires  of  his 
heart,  he  afterwards  entered  college,  as  the  means  of  securing  the 
highest  possible  education.  He  w'as  soon  chosen  Professor  in  the 
University  of  North  Carolina,  and  then  in  Yale  College ;  in  which 
positions  he  magnified  the  wisdom  of  the  choice  which  God  permitted 
him  to  make,  through  the  ingenuous  aspirings  of  his  youthful  inclina¬ 
tions,  and  other  intimations  of  a  higher  order. 

3.  A  personal  experience  may  contribute  to  a  young  man’s  know¬ 
ledge  of  his  gifts.  On  the  farm,  it  is  possible  that  the  young  lad 
may  gradually  develope  such  an  aptness  for  agricultural  pursuits  as 
to  render  it  likely  that  this  shall  decide  his  future  course  of  life.  A 
student  in  the  academy  or  college  may  display  gifts  for  public  speak¬ 
ing,  which  designate  him  either  for  the  bar  or  the  pulpit.  A  clerk 
in  a  counting-room  may  show  a  peculiar  fitness  for  mercantile  life. 
Or  an  apprentice  to  an  apothecary  may  imbibe  tastes  for  chemical 
or  medical  learning,  w'hich  may  possibly  decide  his  destiny.  Or  a 
pious  Sabbath-school  teacher,  or  a  teacher  in  a  school  or  academy, 
may  show  a  desire  for  learning,  and  an  aptness  to  teach,  and  a  love 
to  do  good  to  souls,  which  may  lead  to  the  choice  of  the  ministry. 
These  are  examples  of  the  acquisition,  through  personal  experience, 
of  knowledge  that  may  be  of  great  use  in  solving  the  professional 
problem.  It  must  be  admitted,  however,  that  these  experiences 
must  not  be  pressed  too  far.  A  young  man,  who  understands  farm¬ 
ing,  may  sometimes  be  still  better  adapted  to  mercantile  pursuits  or 
the  ministry,  and  many  a  good  lawyer  and  physician  have  left  all  to 
preach  the  Gospel. 

4.  The  judgment  of  parents^  or  friends,  or  teachers,  or  ministers, 
comes  in  to  assist  a  young  man  in  making  a  right  estimate  of  his 
gifts.  No  one  should  be  so  self-sufficient  as  to  be  above  the  counsel 
of  his  natural  counsellors.  Others  know  us  sometimes  better  than 
we  do  ourselves.  Young  men  often  exhibit  traits  of  mental  and 
moral  character,  of  which  tbev  themselves  seem  to  be  unconscious. 
Especially  should  the  judgment  of  pious  and  prudent  parents,  or 
teachers,  be  regarded  with  great  deference.  Often  has  a  young 
man  been  educated  for  the  bar  or  pulpit,  on  account  of  talents, 
which,  unknown  to  himself,  were  thought  by  others  to  warrant  a  pro¬ 
spective  training  in  those  directions. 

An  illustration  in  point  is  afforded  by  one  of  the  most  gifted  and 
distinguished  pastors  of  our  Church,  w^ho  was  bent  on  entering  com¬ 
mercial  life.  His  associations  had  predisposed  him  to  business 
activity  ;  and  it  was  the  height  of  his  youthful  ambition  to  own  a 
store  and  to  buy  and  sell  merchandise.  His  blessed  mother,  how¬ 
ever,  who  had  almost  the  gift  of  prophecy,  to  know  what  manner 
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of  child  this  should  be,”  remonstrated,  with  the  tenderness  and  autho¬ 
rity  of  parental  love,  and  finally  persuaded  her  reluctant  son  to  enter 
college.  He  here  received  the  education  which  qualified  him,  as  the 
first  scholar  of  his  class,  to  enter  upon  the  highest  career  of  the  legal 
profession.  He  commenced  studying  for  the  law  ;  but  his  mother, 
and  above  her,  his  God,  entertained  the  thoughts  of  seeing  him  in  the 
ministry.  In  the  autumn  following  his  graduation,  the  spirit  of  God 
was  poured  out  in  the  place  of  his  residence  ;  he  became  a  member 
of  the  Church,  turned  his  attention  to  the  ministry,  entered  a  theolo¬ 
gical  seminary,  w^as  installed  pastor  of  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
influential  congregations  in  the  land,  and  has  been  eminently  blessed, 
for  the  last  quarter  of  a  century,  in  winning  souls  to  Christ. 

Let  young  men  take  counsel  from  their  fathers,  and  mothers,  and 
pastors,  and  teachers ;  and  not  rush  heedlessly  into  worldly  engage¬ 
ments,  which  forestall  to  so  great  an  extent,  the  reversal  of  an  unwise 
choice.  Let  them  be  considerate,  and  examine  well  their  endow¬ 
ments;  and,  after  obtaining  all  the  light  in  their  power  on  the  special 
adaptation  of  their  natural  gifts,  calmly  and  conscientiously  choose 
that  profession  to  which  those  gifts  seem  best  suited. 

11.  Another  principle,  coinciding  with  the  one  just  propounded, 
but  presenting  other  and  even  higher  views  of  obligation,  is,  that 
that  profession  is  to  be  chosen  which  God  seems  to  approve.  God, 
indeed,  expresses  his  will  by  his  natural  gifts  ;  but,  there  are  other 
modes  of  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  it.  Besides,  an  individual  may 
be  possessed  of  gifts  which  may  qualify  him  for  several,  out  of 
many,  vocations.  And  it  is  important  that  one’s  natural  convictions 
of  duty  should  be  confirmed  by  his  religious  convictions  before  the 
throne  of  God.  A  young  man,  therefore,  before  choosing  his  profes¬ 
sion,  should  ask,  “  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?”  This  is 
bringing  natural  endowments  before  the  omniscience  of  Him  who 
bestowed  them,  and  transferring  the  decision,  as  it  were,  from  earth 
to  heaven. 

To  ask  God’s  direction,  in  the  true  spirit  of  religious  inquiry, 
implies,  of  course,  reconciliation  with  him  through  the  blood  of 
Christ,  a  confession  of  human  ignorance,  confidence  in  the  wisdom 
and  grace  of  God  in  the  adjudication,  a  disposition  to  obey  the 
Divine  will,  earnest  supplication  for  light,  and  a  patient  waiting  for 
the  answer.  In  this  way  only  can  a  young  man  hope  to  receive  the 
manifestation  of  God’s  purpose,  in  reply  to  the  solemn  question, 
“  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do?” 

The  subject  is  not  without  its  difficulties.  Its  very  uncertainties 
become  the  test  of  the  spirit  of  adoption.  But  light  springs  up  in 
the  souls  of  true  believers,  with  fainter  or  clearer,  or  with  quicker  or 
slower,  or  with  more  transient  or  permanent  manifestations,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  will  of  Him  who  doeth  all  things  ‘‘  according  to  his  good 
pleasure.” 

The  practical  difficulty  to  a  young  man  is  in  reference  to  the  mode 
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in  which  he  may  learn  God’s  will  in  the  choice  of  his  profession. 
Perhaps,  the  following  hints  may  assist  the  humble  inquirer  : 

1.  If  the  profession  a  young  man  has  in  view  is  uppermost  or  the 

most  exulted  in  his  thoughts^  at  the  periods  of  his  neurest  communion 
with  Crod,  it  is  a  favourable  sign.  The  human  heart  is,  alas  !  very 
frail,  and  prone  to  self-deception.  But  there  is  a  reality  in  religion 
and  a  holy  power  in  prayer.  And,  when  the  soul,  in  the  sweet  subli¬ 
mity  of  its  devotions,  finds  its  own  thoughts  of  life  mingling,  as  it 
were,  with  the  thoughts  of  God,  and  when  its  own  estimate  of  its  gifts 
seems  to  be  unchallenged  amid  the  sincere  aspirations  of  its  highest 
worship,  there  is  some  evidence  of  Divine  agreement  with  the  sup¬ 
pliant.  .  7  •  • 

2.  A  similar  evidence  is  afforded,  peace  of  mind,  and  joy  in 

the  Holy  Ghost  fill  the  heart  in  prospect  of  a  particular  calling. 
The  conscience  must  be  satisfied.  The  moral  nature  must  respond 
to  the  decisions  of  the  understanding,  or  there  is  something  wrong  in 
the  choice.  Peace  of  mind  being  sometimes  the  result  of  a  “  seared 
conscience,”  the  inquirer  must  search  well  his  heart.  Let  his  prayer 
be,  Search  me,  oh  God,  and  know  my  heart  i  try  me  and  know 
my  thoughts,  and  see  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead  me 
in  the  way  everlasting.”  When  the  young  inquirer  finds,  in  his 
approaches  to  the  throne  of  grace,  concerning  his  profession,  the 
answer  of  a  good  conscience  tow-ards  God,  he  may  well  feel  the 
encouragement  of  Divine  approbation.  God  does  not  ordinarily  leave 
his  saints  to  darkness  and  self-deception,  and  although  he  may  awhile 
forbear,  he  will  attend  to  their  cry  and  heed  their  cause.  Especially 
may  the  inquirer  feel  encouraged,  when,  in  addition  to  a  peaceful 
conscience  under  the  omniscient  glance  of  his  heavenly  Father  s  eye, 
he  experiences  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  feels  the  giaces  of  leli- 
gion  quickening  and  abounding  in  his  heart. 

3.  Another  token  of  God’s  approbation  of  the  purpose  of  a  true 
believer,  is,  when  He  strengthens  his  desire  to  execute  his  plans  of 
life.  The  ivill  is  the  administrator  of  the  soul’s  affairs.  Nothing 
can  be  done  without  the  moving  of  the  affections  and  consent  of  the 
will.  What  influence,  then,  it  may  be  asked  of  a  young  man,  do 
your  prayers  have  in  increasing  your  desires  for  the  work  of  the 
ministry,  or  of  medicine,  or  of  the  law,  or  of  any  of  the  professions, 
or  other  employments  ?  In  drawing  near  to  God,  do  you  find  your 
zeal  quickened,  your  desires  confirmed,  your  will  more  enlisted  in  the 
expected  employment  ?  Does  prayer  make  you  pant  for  the  service, 
and  does  God  seem  to  breathe  upon  your  active  powers,  and  inspire 
them  with  new  energy  ?  Then  may  you  justly  conclude,  if  your 
prayers  be  sincere,  that  God  approves  of  the  contemplated  pursuit^; 
and  that  it  is  his  will  that  you  “  consult  not  with  flesh  and  blood,” 
but  go  forward  in  it,  relying  upon  his  blessing. 

Before  passing  to  another  topic,  let  the  reader  weigh  these  three 
remarks.  First.  These  tests  of  God’s  approbation  become  strongest, 
when  united.  If,  in  our  sweetest  communings  with  God,  the  thoughts 


294 


Hints  on  the  Choice  of  a  Profession. 


[J  uly . 


of  a  young  man  respecting  the  ministry,  for  example,  are  uppermost 
in  his  mind,  if  his  conscience  finds  peace  and  joy  in  being  designated 
to  this  work,  and  if  his  desires  are  strengthened  to  engage  in  it 
with  the  beatings  of  a  strong  will,  the  evidence  may,  at  least  gene¬ 
rally,  be  regarded  decisive.  Secondly.  These  manifestations  of  God’s 
will  may  possibly  be  exhibited  with  higher,  if  not  clearer,  evidence 
in  some  of  the  professions  than  in  others,  just  as  they  are  to  some 
individuals  in  each  profession  more  than  to  others  of  the  same  class. 
In  the  third  place,  every  grace  may  be  counterfeited  ;  and  every  test, 
like  every  truth,  wrested  to  the  soul’s  destruction.  These  observa¬ 
tions^  have  been  made,  rather  with  a  view  to  aid  the  true  Christian 
inquirer,  than  to  expose  hypocrites.  * 

Oh  that  the  youth  of  our  Church  and  country  would  draw  near  to 
God,  in  spirit  and  in  truth,  and  ask  his  direction  in  the  choice  of  a 
profession,  earnestly  crying,  “Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do?” 

third  principle,  that  has  a  share  in  determining  the  profes¬ 
sion  of  a  young  man,  who  stands  in  doubt,  is  to  consider  what  profes¬ 
sion  AFFORDS  THE  GREATEST  FIELD  OF  USEFULNESS. 

Every  calling,  not  contrary  to  the  Scriptures,  is  good  in  itself,  and 
may  be  lawfully  pursued  by  those  who  are  adapted  to  it.  There  is 
some  place  for  everybody.  Human  society  is  divinely  constituted, 
with  every  gradation  of  condition  and  every  demand  of  service.  But 
let  it  be  boine  in  mind  that  in  no  gradation  is  there  necessarily  de¬ 
gradation.  It  has  been  well  said,  that,  if  God  were  to  commission 
two  angels,  the  one  to  rule  an  empire  and  the  other  to  sweep  the 
streets  of  a  city,  both  would  proceed  to  their  work  with  equal  alacrity. 
The  designation,  by  God,  of  men  to  their  various  callings  is  the 
cleaiest  warrant  for  cheerful  obedience  in  the  discharge  of  their 

duties.  Every  lawful  occupation  is  honourable  to  the  person  who  fills 
it  well. 

-Agriculture  is  among  the  best  and  most  honourable  occupations  of 
life.  A  large  number  of  men  are  required  to  till  the  soil,  in  order 
to  supply  the  temporal  wants  of  the  world.  Labour  ministers  to  the 
advancement  of  human  society;  conduces  to  health,  happiness,  use¬ 
fulness,  and  thrift;  and  brings  glory  to  God  in  its  train.  But  agri¬ 
culture,  however  necessary,  does  not  present  the  greatest  opportuni¬ 
ties  of  usefulness  within  the  reach  of  man. 

Mercantile  life^  or  mechanical  industry,  afford  opportunities  of 
contributing  to  human  comfort,  of  promoting  intercourse  with  nations, 
of  advancing  civilization,  of  amassing  wealth,  and  of  doing  good. 
He,  who  is  called  to  these  departments  of  occupation,  does  well ;  and 
does  better  in  them  than  in  any  other  department.  But  is  there  nothing 
higher,  to  which  a  young  man  of  general  gifts  and  resources  may 
lawfully  direct  his  youthful  aspirations  ? 

The  medical  profession  opens  a  wide  range  for  faithful  and  useful 
service.  The  care  of  the  body  is  glorified  by  its  connection  with  the 
living  soul,  by  its  relations  to  health  and  happiness,  by  the  science 
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and  learning  it  invites,  by  its  instrumentality  in  prolonging  useful 
lives  and  in  arresting  disease  in  families,  communities,  and  nations ; 
and  further  by  the  medical  example  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  an 
by  the  glories  of  the  resurrection.  All  these  considerations  comer 
honour  upon  this  illustrious  profession;  and  many  a  man  serves  bod 
in  it  with  great  advantage  to  the  Church  and  the  world.  But  tie 
question  returns,  Is  this  the  vocation  of  the  highest  usefulness  open 

to  mankind?  .  i  r  ^  r  i 

Jurisprudence  has  its  own  peculiar  claims  of  respect  and  ot  gratetul 

consideration.  It  vindicates  the  rights  and  redresses  the  wrongs  ot 
society.  It  expounds  the  principles  of  truth.  Law  is  subjected  to 
its  majestic  sway,  and  morality  is  encircled  by  its  rule.  The  interests 
of  society  ebb  and  flow  at  its  will ;  and  Church  and  State  are  alike 
concerned  in  the  extent  of  its  learning,  the  eloquence  of  its  pleas, 
the  righteousness  of  its  expositions,  and  the  authority  of  its  decisions. 
But  does  the  court-room,  or  the  lawyer’s  office,  stand  pre-eminent  in 
the  whole  range  of  service  which  God  has  committed  to  men  . 

The  office  of  Teacher,  in  institutions  of  literature,  science,  and 
religion,  affords  influential  and  blessed  employment  to  the  human 
faculties.  To  “train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go  is  the 
highest  end  of  the  Divine  institution  of  the  family ;  and  the  teacher, 
as  the  parent’s  vicegerent,  stands  within  the  confines  of  the  covenant . 

“  I  will  be  a  God  to  thee  and  to  thy  seed  after  thee.  His  privileged 
employment  is  the  development  of  immortal  natures ;  the  cnltiyation 
of  human  intellect,  and  heart,  and  conscience ;  the  inculcation  ot 
truth  in  all  its  relations  to  God  and  man ;  the  formation  of  character 
in  its  principles,  motives,  resources,  and  responsibilities;  ^  tiain- 
ino-  in  knowledge,  virtue,  and  religion,  that  will  secure  the  best  pie- 
pa”ration  for  all  the  duties  of  this  life  and  of  the  life  to  come.  Let 
God’s  great  name  have  the  glory  for  all  that  has  been  achieved  in 
this,  or  in  any  other  department  of  human  labour,  whether  physica  , 
scientific,  military,  literary,  philosophical,  political,  or  benevolent. 

But  there  is  yet  a  profession,  of  higher  interest,  vaster  scope,  and 
more  glorious  ends  than  them  all.  It  is  the  Ministry  of  reconciliation. 
It  is  Christ’s  Ascension  gift,  indicating  the  Divine  plan  of  reclaiming 
a  fallen  world.  Its  themes  are  of  heaven  and  salvation.  It  bimg^ 
to  view,  with  special  promises,  the  wonderful  revelations  of  God  s 
grace  to  lost  sinners.  The  birth,  life,  death,  resurrection  and  ascen¬ 
sion  of  the  Son  of  man  fill  the  minds  and  hearts  of  its  heralds.  How 
shall  man  be  just  with  God?”  is  the  question  which  it  answers,  with 
hosannahs  to  the  Highest.  “  What  shall  it  profit  a  man,  if  he  gam 
the  whole  world,  and  lose  his  own  soul?”  is  its  suggestive  warning. 
“Believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou  shalt  be  saved,  is  its 
doctrine  of  redemption.  “A  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight 
of  glory”  is  its  reward.  And  its  final  consummation  is  “the  praise 
of  the  glory  of  the  grace”  of  God  the  Father,  Son,  and  Ho  y  lost. 
A  profession  of  such  objects,  themes,  and  results  must  necessaii  y 
offer  the  widest  range  of  usefulness  beneath  the  circuit  of  the  sun. 
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Jesus  Christ  himself  sanctified  this  glorious  office  by  his  personal 
labours  in  seeking  to  save  that  which  was  lost.”  The  angels  “  desire 
to  look  into  these  things;”  for  are  they  not  “ministering  spirits  sent 
forth  to  minister  unto  them  that  shall  be  heirs  of  salvation?” 

No  occupation  is  so  worthy  of  an  angel  as  that  of  preaching  “  the 
cross  of  Christ;”  none  so  high  in  all  the  universe;  none  so  glorious 
for  men.  In  the  eloquent  language  of  Dr.  Boardman :  “  It  can  be 
no  trivial  privilege  to  have  a  place  in  the  Church,  even  the  very 
humblest  place.  It  were  better  to  be  a  door-keeper  in  the  house  of 
God,  than  to  dwell  in  the  proudest  of  earth’s  palaces.  But  the 
ministry  are  exalted  beyond  this.  It  is  their  august  and  benevolent 
mission,  although  poor  earthen  vessels,  without  merit  or  efficiency  of 
their  own,  to  carry  forward,  as  humble  instruments  in  God’s  hand, 
the  enlargement  and  the  victories  of  the  Church.  He  has  sent 
them  forth  as  his  heralds  and  ambassadors,  to  publish  salvation,  and 
to  say  unto  Zion  :  ‘  Thy  God  reigneth  !’  He  employs  their  agency 
in  bringing  sinners  to  repentance,  and  gathering  them  into  his  fold. 
A  large  proportion  of  those  who  ai^e  saved,  are  converted  through 
their  labours.  It  is  by  his  own  blessing  upon  their  fidelity  and  zeal, 
that  the  Saviour  is  to  see  of  the  travail  of  his  soul ;  and  that  the  last 
and  richest  of  his  ‘many  crowns,’  is  to  be  jewelled  for  the  great 
coronation-day. 

“  Quietly,  it  may  be,  they  pursue  their  work ;  here,  among  the 
outcasts  of  a  large  city ;  there,  among  the  reckless  seamen  on  the 
strand;  here,  among  the  jungles  of  Hindostan ;  there,  among  the 
clay  villages  of  Africa.  The  world  takes  small  note  of  their  toils. 
It  is  taken  up  with  the  doings  of  camps  and  cabinets,  with  literature 
and  science,  with  trade  and  industry.  But  to  His  eye  who  sees  all 
things,  and  gauges  all  by  an  unerring  standard,  theirs  is  the  great_ 
interest  of  earth.  In  comparison  with  the  work  those  unobtrusive, 
uncared-for  men  are  doing,  the  deliberation  of  senates  and  the  flotillas 
with  which  commerce  decorates  the  ocean,  are  of  trifling  moment. 
These  are  the  agents  and  symbols  of  earthly  kingdoms ;  those  are 
humble  architects,  indeed,  but  not  one  blow  they  strike,  nor  one 
prayer  they  breathe,  is  lost ;  for  they  are  carrying  forward  a  king¬ 
dom  which  is  to  last  forever.”* 

A  glance  at  these  various  callings  is  sufficient  to  instruct  young 
men  to  consider  carefully  the  fleld  of  usefulness  in  which  they 
propose  to  devote  the  labour  of  their  lives.  Not  every  occupation 
offers  equal  advantages.  Whilst  all  lawful  ones  are  good  in  them¬ 
selves,  and  may  be  used  for  doing  good,  some  are  better,  and  others 
are  best  of  all.  Let  every  young  man  be  “fully  persuaded  in  his  own 
mind.” 

*  The  Dignity  and  Importance  of  the  Christian  Ministry,  and  the  Disloyalty  of 
some  of  the  Churches  in  our  large  Cities  in  withholding  their  Sons  from  the  Work. 
A  sermon,  preached  by  the  Rev.  Henry  A.  Boardman,  D.D.,  of  Philadelphia,  in 
February,  1859,  and  since  published. 
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ly.  Another  principle,  worthy  of  consideration  in  the  choice  of  a 
profession,  is  to  notice  the  direction  in  which  Providence  points. 
Providence  is  true  to  Grace.  The  ways  of  God  are  in  correspon¬ 
dence  with  Redemption,  and  are  the  expression  of  his  will  in  outward 
form,  sometimes  as  clear  as  words,  although  often  more  mysterious, 
as  in  hieroglyphics.  There  are,  however,  various  indications  of  Pro¬ 
vidence,  which  assist  every  individual  in  the  determination  of  his 
profession. 

1.  Among  these  indications  is  a  young  man’s  training.  God 
usually  arranges  the  circumstances  of  early  life,  so  as  in  some 
measure  to  prepare  for  its  future  course.  An  early  training  desti¬ 
tute  of  pious  influences,  rarely  results  in  bringing  a  young  man  into 
the  ministry.  Out  of  109  theological  students,  it  was  found  that  97 
had  either  a  pious  father  or  mother,  and  that  88  had  parents  both  of 
whom  were  pious.  So,  if  a  young  man  has  received  a  collegiate  edu¬ 
cation,  he  is  in  a  measure  prompted  to  seek  one  of  the  learned  profes¬ 
sions,  rather  than  a  mechanical  or  inferior  occupation.  And  if  God 
pours  out  his  Spirit  upon  the  youth  of  a  College,  and  brings  many  to 
a  knowledge  of  the  truth,  it  is  found  that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
converts,  frequently  one-half  or  two-thirds,  enter  the  ministry. 
Many  a  mother,  in  the  farm-house  or  cottage,  has  dedicated  her 
Samuel  to  the  Lord;  and  in  following  up  this  endeared  and  covenant 
purpose  of  her  heart,  she  has  almost  predetermined  in  Providence, 
and  by  Divine  grace,  the  profession  of  her  child.  Other  young  men, 
brought  up  in  ignorance  and  vice,  feel  a  providential  necessity  to 
engage  in  more  menial  or  lower  occupations. 

2.  Health  has  something  to  do  in  the  selection  of  a  calling  in  life. 
Weakness  of  the  lungs,  a  defective  sight  or  hearing,  a  stammering 
speech,  an  acute  chronic  disease,  or  physical  debility  in  the  endless 
variety  of  human  infirmity,  possess  more  or  less  influence  in  deciding 
whether  a  young  man  shall  be  a  farmer,  a  mechanic,  a  physician,  a 
lawyer,  or  a  minister. 

3.  The  glace  of  ones  residence  often  providentially  influences 
one’s  profession.  Persons  born  on  the  sea-shore,  are  apt  to  engage 
in  the  trafiics  of  the  deep,  to  the  neglect  of  agricultural  pursuits. 
Young  men  living  near  an  academy,  avail  themselves  of  its  advan¬ 
tages,  and  become  teachers,  or  students  in  other  liberal  professions. 
In  short,  the  place  of  our  providential  allotment,  whether  of  our 
birth  or  of  our  habitation  often  changed,  presents  commonly  some 
interesting  materials  of  meditation  in  their  influence  upon  our  sub¬ 
sequent  career.  God  has  often  changed  a  young  man’s  residence  in 
order  to  bring  His  eternal  counsels  to  pass. 

4.  The  daily  incidents  of  Providence  help  to  fix  a  young  man’s 
choice.  A  severe  bereavement,  occurring  at  a  crisis  in  life,  and 
giving  new  sobriety  to  character,  has  brought  more  than  one  into  the 
ministry  of  reconciliation.  The  unexpected  aid  of  friends,  the  scho¬ 
larships  in  our  colleges  and  seminaries,  or  those  of  the  Board  op 
Education,  have  been  the  means,  under  Providence,  of  making  a 
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theological  education  a  possibility,  and  thus  of  bringing  hundreds  of 
the  true  sons  of  the  Church  into  a  profession,  from  which  they  would 
otherwise  have  felt  themselves  providentially  excluded.  It  is  so  with 
other  professions ;  they  are  indebted  to  Providence  for  the  men  who 
fill  them.  One  of  the  distinguished  Chancellors  of  New  York,  who 
was  brought  up  on  a  farm,  being  asked  where  he  graduated,  replied, 
‘‘I  graduated  behind  the  plough.”  He  never  entertained  the  thought 
of  being  anything  than  a  farmer,  when  one  day  he  fell  from  a  load 
of  hay,  and  broke  one  of  his  limbs.  His  father,  finding  him  com¬ 
paratively  disabled  from  hard  w'ork  for  a  time,  sent  him  to  a  lawyer’s 
office ;  and  there  he  continued  until  he  w^as  admitted  to  the  bar,  and 
he  has  finally  become  one  of  the  most  eminent  jurists  of  the  age. 
Another  young  man  w^as  induced  to  continue  in  mercantile  life  by 
the  offer  of  a  liberal  gentleman  to  take  him  soon  into  partnership. 
Still  another  young  man  was  brought,  by  failure  in  business,  to  turn 
his  thoughts  to  one' of  the  liberal  professions.  Others,  who  w^ere 
lawyers  or  physicians,  have  been  led  to  become  clergymen.  Thus 
Providence  is  continually  w^orking,  to  influence  every  one  respecting 
the  course  of  life  he  is  eventually  to  pursue.  A  careful  considera¬ 
tion  of  God’s  dealings  is  an  important  instrumentality  in  conducting 
to  a  right  decision. 

5.  The  relation  of  the  supply  to  the  demand  in  the  different  pro¬ 
fessions,  is  a  significant  token  from  Providence  to  a  candid  and  inquir¬ 
ing  mind.  There  may  be  farmers  enough,  and  mechanics  enough, 
and  law^yers  enough,  and  physicians  enough;  but  are  there  ministers 
in  sufficient  numbers  to  meet  theAvants  of  a  perishing  world?  “The 
harvest  truly  is  great,  but  the  labourers  are  few.  Pray  ye,  there¬ 
fore,  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  that  he  would  send  forth  labourers  into 
his  harvest.”  The  cry  of  nations,  the  cry  of  races,  the  cry  of  con¬ 
tinents,  is  still  “  Come  over  and  help  us  !”  China,  India,  Turkey, 
Burmah,  Japan,  Africa  “from  eastern  coast  to  western,”  the  Indian 
tribes,  large  masses  of  our  OAvn  unevangelized  population.  South 
America  in  all  its  length,  and  ocean  islands  numberless,  invite  the 
Gospel.  Such  opportunities  and  facilities  of  evangelization  were 
never  before  known  since  the  Avorld  began.  Providence  is  summon¬ 
ing  young  men  into  the  ministry  with  a  heraldry  of  events,  echoing 
to  the  trumpets  of  prophecy,  and  announcing  millennial  glory.  In 
the  midst  of  such  a  dearth  of  supply  to  such  overwhelming  energy 
of  demand,  shall  not  our  gifted  and  pious  youth  meet  the  exigency 
of  the  world  by  a  joyful  self-consecration,  “Here  are  we,  send  us?” 
At  least,  let  them  carefully  examine  Providence  in  the  variety  of  its 
manifestations,  before  reaching  their  conclusions  respecting  a  profes¬ 
sion  in  life. 

V.  Another  principle  that  has  an  application  to  this  subject  is,  to 
pursue,  if  possible,  a  profession  that  admits  and  nurtures  per¬ 
sonal  improvement;  and  does  not  give  a  prominence  to  sordid 
TEMPTATIONS. 
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Some  occupations  afford  small  opportunities  for  mental  cultivation. 
Their  devotees  become  the  victims  of  drudgery  and  labour.  The 
primeval  curse  cannot,  indeed,  be  reversed;  and  the  sweat  of  the  pe¬ 
nalty  be  washed  from  the  brow.  But  it  is  possible  for  a  young  man, 
living  in  the  fear  of  God,  to  avoid  the  temptations  which  interrupt 
the  growth  of  his  soul  in  knowledge  und  holiness.  Who,  in  his  right 
mind,  and  in  view  of  his  personal  improvement,  would  choose  to  follow 
the  plough,  or  strike  an  anvil,  or  measure  merchandise,  when  he 
could  expand  his  soul  by  the  genial  studies  and  pursuits  of  one  of 
the  liberal  professions?  Nor  is  there  any  employment  that  can  com¬ 
pare  with  the  work  of  the  ministry,  in  vivifying  the  intellect,  in  cul¬ 
tivating  piety,  and  in  ennobling  the  whole  nature. 

The  distinguished  writer,  already  quoted,  has  some  impressive 
remarks  on  the  superiority  of  the  ministry,  above  the  legal  and 
medical  professions,  in  this  respect :  “  The  too  common  effect,  with 
ardent  minds,  is  to  blind  them  to  all  which  lies  beyond  their  field  of 
view.  There  are  honourable  exceptions,  but  eminent  lawyers  and 
physicians  are  not  apt  to  be  active  Christians.  Their  pursuits  are 
too  engrossing  and  too  distracting,  to  encourage  any  special  attention 
to  the  study  of  the  Scriptures.  It  must  even  be  charged,  that,  as 
actually  prosecuted,  they  often  foster  prejudices  which  are  unfriendly 
to  the  personal  reception  of  the  Gospel.  It  is  somewhat  unusual  for 
men  deeply  enlisted  in  these  professions  to  become  Christians.  It 
is  well  if  those  who  are  Christians  do  not  allow  their  piety  to  dete¬ 
riorate  under  the  influence  of  their  absorbing  avocations.  This  is, 
by  no  means,  a  uniform  result,  but  numerous  examples  mark  the 
point  as  one  of  danger. 

“  The  subjects  with  which  the  ministry  is  occupied,  and  which  it  is 
commissioned  to  press  upon  the  attention  of  the  world,  are  the  most 
momentous  ever  presented  to  the  human  mind.  Regarded  simply  as 
an  exercise  for  the  intellectual  powers,  the  examination  of  such  themes 
as  the  nature  and  attributes  of  the  Deity,  the  primitive  condition 
and  the  fall  of  man,  redemption,  the  incarnation  and  death  of  Christ, 
the  new  birth,  the  ground  of  pardon,  death  and  its  consequences,  and 
the  future  states  of  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  are  deserving  of 
the  earnest  study  of  the  most  gifted  of  our  race.  The  proper  ten¬ 
dency  of  such  investigations  is  to  strengthen  the  mind  and  improve’^ 
the  heart.  And  whatever  advantages  of  this  sort  they  may  involve, 
must  accrue  to  those  who  are  brought  into  daily  and  familiar  contact 
with  them.  But  it  is  not  for  themselves  they  are  dealing  with  these 
subjects.  It  is  for  the  well-being  of  their  race.” 

Considerations,  connected  with  our  own  well-being,  are  perfectly 
lawful,  when  they  do  not  come  in  contact  with  higher  obligations  and 
the  more  positive  demands  of  God  upon  our  services.  Their  general 
lawfulness  is  seen  in  the  connection  between  personal  improvement 
and  the  glory  of  God. 

Personal  improvement  glorifies  God  by  its  approaches  to  him  in 
moral  resemblance.  Whatever  contributes  to  our  growth  in  knowledge 
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and  in  virtue,  brings  an  accession  of  honour  to  God  upon  his  throne. 
“Be  ye  perfect,  even  as  your  Father,  which  is  in  heaven,  is  perfect.” 
The  nearer  we  can  attain  unto  the  imitable  perfections  of  Jehovah, 
the  more  does  our  character  glorify  him,  in  its  lineaments. 

Personal  improvement,  also,  glorifies  God  by  being  an  element  of 
usefulness.  A  Christian  of  an  enlightened  mind  and  matured  piety 
possesses  resources  of  usefulness,  both  in  his  example  and  active  in¬ 
fluence,  which  a  less  favoured  Christian  cannot  enjoy.  Eminent 
religious  culture  plans  and  works  with  heavenly  advantage.  The 
more  an  individual  improves  his  character,  the  more  does  he  gain  in 
his  capacity  to  glorify  God  in  doing  good  to  others. 

Connected  with  this  presentation  of  the  subject,  it  may  be  added, 
that  some  occupations  present  more  sordid  temptations  than  others ; 
and,  on  the  general  grounds  just  stated,  such  occupations  are,  other 
things  being  equal,  to  be  avoided.  Perhaps  the  three  worst  tempta¬ 
tions  in  choosing  our  course  of  life  are  the  love  of  money,  the  love 
of  honour,  and  the  love  of  ease. 

1.  The  love  of  money  is  “  the  root  of  all  evil which  “  while  some 
coveted  after,  they  have  erred  from  the  faith,  and  pierced  themselves 
through  with  many  sorrows.”  “They  that  will  be  rich,  fall  into  a 
temptation  and  a  snare,  and  into  many  hurtful  and  foolish  lusts,  which 
drown  men  in  destruction  and  perdition.”  This  lust  of  money  is  alas! 
the  too  common  passion  that  influences  men  in  choosing  a  profession. 
The  god  of  this  world  blinds  the  understanding,  and  leads  the  unwary 
“  captive  at  his  will.”  “  How  hardly  shall  they  that  have  riches 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  !”  Few  passions  contract  the 
soul,  debase  the  noble  susceptibilities  of  our  nature,  and  consume 
with  sordid  motives,  more  than  this  one.  “Your  gold  and  silver  is 
cankered ;  and  the  rust  of  them  shall  be  a  witness  against  you,  and 
shall  eat  your  flesh  as  it  were  fire.”  A  young  man  should  be  careful 
not  to  allow  money  temptations  to  lead  him  astray,  and  if  he  choose 
a  profession,  where  wealth  promises  its  accumulated  stores,  who 
shall  guarantee  their  continuance  ?  “For  riches  certainly  make  to 
themselves  wings,  and  fly  away.”  Yea,  the  world  itself  shall  dis¬ 
appear ;  and  “what  can  a  man  give  in  exchange  for  his  soul?” 

Whilst,  therefore,  it  is  perfectly  lawful  to  aim,  in  moderation,  at 
•the  acquisition  of  property,  a  prudent  and  conscientious  young  man 
will  beware  of  making  the  pursuit  of  riches  a  too  prominent  and  de¬ 
cisive  aim  in  the  choice  of  his  profession. 

2.  Another  debasing  temptation  is  the  honour  and  applause  of  this 
tvorld.  A  regard  for  the  esteem  of  our  fellow-men  is  a  lawful  feeling 
in  itself ;  but  a  thirst  for  distinction,  an  ambition  fj^r  eminence  and 
praise,  a  love  of  this  world’s  honours  and  fame,  are  sinful  and  injurious 
in  those  that  cherish  them.  They  who  love  the  praise  of  men  more 
than  the  praise  of  God,  set  out  on  a  mad  and  irreligious  career. 
“  How  can  ye  believe  which  seek  honour  one  of  another,  and  seek 
not  the  honour  that  cometh  from  God  only  ?”  God  will  confound 
the  schemes  of  the  ambitious  and  aspiring,  mix  disappointment  in 
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their  cup  of  fame,  and  bring  them  sorrowing  and  worsted  to  the  gates 
of  death.  “  Let  not  the  wise  man  glory  in  his  wisdom  ;  neither  let 
the  mighty  man  glory  in  his  might ;  let  not  the  rich  man  glory  in 
his  riches;  but  let  him  that  glorieth,  glory  in  the  Lord.”  There  is 
neither  peace  nor  safety  in  making  self-exaltation  the  aim  of  life. 

3.  The  love  of  ease  is  another  temptation  which  sometimes  afflicts 
virtuous  and  promising  youth,  and  either  prevents  them  from  choosing 
an  active  and  laborious  profession,  or  from  engaging  in  any  occupa¬ 
tion  at  all.  This  hiding  of  precious  talents  in  napkins  is  dangerous 
to  the  soul,  injurious  to  society,  and  offensive  to  God.  Special  circum¬ 
stances  may,  beyond  doubt,  be  a  justification  for  a  life  of  quiet  retire¬ 
ment  ;  but  the  general  obligation  is  for  every  man  to  engage  in  some 
useful  occupation,  and  in  it  to  do  his  best  for  God  and  the  world. 

In  making  a  selection  of  one’s  occupation,  it  is  a  good  principle  to 
keep  in  view  personal  improvement,  and  to  shun  the  mischievous 
temptations  of  riches,  honours,  and  ease. 

YI.  One  more  principle,  that  deserves  a  distinct  enunciation  in 
this  discussion,  is  that  it  is  right  and  wise  for  a  young  man  to  keep 
insight  THE  REWARDS  OF  ETERNITY.  To  have  “respect  unto  the 
recompense  of  reward,”  is  a  motive  worthy  of  Christian  faith  and 
love. 

The  rewards  of  another  life  may  be  first  regarded  relatively  to  the 
trials  of  this  life.  In  view^  of  the  everlasting  recompense,  who  would 
hesitate  to  choose  a  profession  that  involved  toil  and  self-denial  ? 
Self-denial  is  the  very  condition  of  true  discipleship.  “  If  any  man 
will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny  himself,  and  take  up  his  cross,  and 
follow  me.”  “For  whosoever  will  save  his  life  shall  lose  it ;  and 
whosoever  will  lose  his  life  shall  find  it.”  “  Then  Peter  said,  Lo,  we 
have  left  all,  and  followed  thee.  And  he  said  unto  them,  Verily,  I 
say  unto  you,  there  is  no  man  that  hath  left  house,  or  parents,  or 
brethren,  or  wife,  or  children,  for  the  kingdom  of  God’s  sake,  who 
shall  not  receive  manifold  more  in  this  present  time,  and  in  the  world 
to  come  life  everlasting.”  How  large  and  divine  the  promises  to  all 
who  live  above  this  world,  who  deny  themselves  for  Jesus’  sake,  and 
W'ho,  by  patient  continuance  in  well-doing,  seek  for  glory,  and  honour, 
and  immortality  ! 

If  sujferings  are  to  be  endured  in  the  profession  that  invites  one’s 
thoughts,  rather  than  in  any  other,  who  w’ould  shrink  from  these 
Divine  appointments  ?  “  For  I  reckon  that  the  sufferings  of  this  pre¬ 

sent  time  are  not  worthy  to  be  compared  with  the  glory  that  shall  be 
revealed  in  us  ?”  “Rejoice,  inasmuch  as  ye  are  partakers  of  Christ’s 
sufferings  ;  that,  when  his  glory  shall  be  revealed,  ye  may  be  glad 
also  with  exceeding  joy.”  “  A  witness  of  the  sufferings  of  Christ, 
and  also  a  partaker  of  the  glory  that  shall  be  revealed.”  “  Yea, 
doubtless,  and  I  count  all  things  but  loss  for  the  excellency  of  the 
knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus,  my  Lord  ;  that  I  may  know  him,  and  the 
power  of  his  resurrection,  and  the  fellowship  of  his  sufferings,  being 
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made  conformable  unto  his  death  ;  if,  by  any  means,  I  may  attain 
unto  the  resurrection  of  the  dead.”  After  a  life  of  toil  and  suffer¬ 
ing,  how  sweet  to  look  upwards  to  rest,  in  glory,  and  to  anticipate 
its  everlasting  triumphs,  exclaiming,  ‘‘lam  ready  to  be  offered,  and 
the  time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand.  I  havm  fought  a  good  fight.  I 
have  finished  my  course.  I  have  kept  the  faith.  Henceforth,  there 
is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord,  the  righte¬ 
ous  Judge,  will  give  me  at  that  da3^”  Let  not  suffering,  then,  deter 
any  of  Christ’s  precious  ^muth  from  engaging  in  any  work  to  which 
He  may  call  them.  “  If  we  suffer,  we  shall  also  keign  with  him  !” 

The  rewards  of  eternity  may  be  contemplated  in  their  own  real 
nature,  or  in  actual  possession  ;  and,  in  this  intenser  light,  how  they 
shade  into  oblivion  all  the  trials  and  sufferings  of  this  mortal  life, 
soon  ended  forevermore  ! 

1.  The  enjoyments  of  heaven  will  be  the  more  glorious  on  account 
of  the  discipline  and  trials  experienced  here  below.  “  That  the 
trial  of  your  Liith,  being  much  more  precious  than  of  gold  that 
perisheth,  though  it  be  tried  with  fire,  would  be  found  to  praise,  and 
honour,  and  glory,  at  the  appearing  of  Jesus  Christ.”  “  What  are 
these  which  are  arrayed  in  white  robes  ?  and  whence  came  they  ? 
And  he  said  unto  me.  These  are  they  which  came  out  of  great  tribu¬ 
lation,  and  have  washed  their  robes,  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood 
of  the  Lamb.  Therefore  are  they  before  the  throne  of  God,  and 
serve  him  day  and  night  in  his  temple  :  and  he  that  sitteth  on  his 
throne  shall  dwell  among  them.”  If  a  life  of  earthly  toil  and  suffer¬ 
ing  in  the  service  of  God  have  the  effect,  through  the  riches  of  his 
grace,  of  elevating  our  nature  to  higher  communion  with  him  on  his 
throne,  can  any  turn  back  from  the  sternest  work  of  affliction,  or 
even  martyrdom  ?  No  !  Suffering  goes  with  glory  ;  deeper  suffer¬ 
ing,  higher  glory  ! 

2.  The  heavenly  reward  is,  in  some  degree,  proportioned  to  the 
love  borne  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  the  consecration  and 
devotedness  displayed  in  advancing  religion.  Not  the  nature  of  the 
office,  but  the  manner  of  filling  it,  adds  to  the  everlasting  reward. 
Doubtless  many  a  farmer,  or  physician,  or  Sabbath-school  teacher, 
has  more  sweetly  exemplified  the  graces  and  power  of  religion,  and 
brought  more  honour  to  the  Saviour,  and  thus  attained  a  higher  place 
in  heaven,  than  bishops,  pastors,  and  elders.  At  the  same  time,  it 
must  be  admitted  that,  when  God  calls  a  disciple  to  the  office  of  the 
ministry,  He  affords  him  a  higher  field  for  the  exercise  of  his  gifts 
and  graces,  which,  as  in  the  case  of  Paul,  may  receive  at  last  a  more 
glorious  crown. 

“  They  that  be  wise  shall  shine  as  the  brightness  of  the  firmament ; 
and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteousness  as  the  stars  forever.” 
Calvin  says  that  the  meaning  is  this, — that  “the  sons  of  God  who, 
being  devoted  entirely  to  God  and  ruled  by  the  spirit  of  wisdom, 
point  out  the  way  of  life  to  others,  shall  not  only  be  saved  themselves, 
but  shall  possess  surpassing  glory,  far  beyond  anything  which  exists 
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in  this  world.  Hence  we  gather  the  nature  of  true  wisdom  to  consist 
in  submitting  ourselves  to  God  in  simple  teachableness,  and  in  mani¬ 
festing  the  additional  quality  of  carefully  promoting  the  salvation  of 
our  brethren.” 

In  another  place,  the  same  writer  says  :  “  The  doctrine  of  Scripture 
is  that,  as  God  in  the  various  distribution  of  his  gifts  to  his  saints  in 
this  world,  gives  them  unequal  degrees  of  light,  so  when  he  shall 
crown  his  gifts,  their  degrees  of  glory  in  heaven  will  also  be  unequal. 
Those  Tvords  of  our  Saviour  to  the  Apostles  do  not  apply  indiscrimi¬ 
nately  to  all :  ‘Ye  shall  sit  on  twelve  thrones,  judging  the  twelve 
tribes  of  Israel.’  Paul,  who  knew  that  as  God  enriches  the  saints 
with  spiritual  gifts  in  this  world,  he  will  in  like  manner  adorn  them 
with  glory  in  heaven,  hesitates  not  to  say  that  a  special  crown  is  laid 
up  for  him  in  proportion  to  his  labours.  This,  too,  Daniel  says,  ‘  They 
that  be  wise,’  &c.  Any'one  who  attentively  considers  the  Scriptures, 
will  see  not  only  that  they  promise  eternal  life  to  believers,  but  a 
special  reward  to  each.” 

The  following  allegory  may  assist  some  young  man  in  receiving 
new  impressions  of  the  glory  of  the  ministerial  work  in  its  heavenly 
rewards : — 


THE  CROWJf  ROOMS. 

An  interesting  and  pious  young  man,  just  entering  upon  the  business  of  life,  had 
heard  the  cry  of  a  perishing  world,  and  while  his  heart  was  pained  for  the  misery 
of  the  millions  who  know  not  God  or  the  w^ay  of  salvation  by  a  Redeemer,  he  felt 
within  his  own  heart  the  call  of  the  great  Master  :  “  Go  work  to-day  in  my  vineyard.” 

He  listened,  but  with  reluctance ;  he  pondered  and  reasoned,  but  found  himself 
continually  more  and  more  unwilling  to  devote  himself  to  personal  service  in  the 
cause  of  Christ.  Month  after  month  he  passed  in  the  vain  effort  to  rid  himself  of 
a  sense  of  personal  obligation  ;  but  from  the  depths  of  his  soul  there  seemed  to  come 
up  a  voice,  which  said  in  accents  which  he  could  not  misunderstand :  Go  thou  and 
preach  the  kingdom  of  God. 

At  length,  however,  he  engaged  in  business,  and  his  efforts  immediately  met  with 
a  degree  of  success  which  he  did  not  fail  to  interpret  as  a  sign  that  he  had  not  mis¬ 
taken  the  path  of  duty.  Years  passed.  Wealth  flowed  in  upon  him  from  every 
side.  But  our  young  friend  did  not  allow  business  to  engross  all  his  time.  He  was 
never  absent  from  the  monthly  concert,  and  kept  himself  fully  posted  in  missionary 
intelligence.  No  one  seemed  to  feel  more  deeply  the  obligation  resting  upon  the 
church  I  none  spoke  more  frequently  and  freely  on  the  subject,  or  gave  more. 

After  being  present  at  one  of  the  great  missionary  gatherings  which  have  recently 
occurred,  where  the  interest  of  the  meeting  was  very  great,  he  retired  to  his  room 
and  shortly  fell  asleep.  He  dreamed  that  an  angel,  the  majesty  of  whose  bear¬ 
ing  and  the  ineffable  sweetness  of  whose  countenance  almost  overpowered  him, 
approached  and  invited  him  to  follow  him.  He  followed  his  mysterious  guide 
through  scenes  new  and  strange,  until  he  reached  the  portal  of  a  stupendous  edifice. 
He  entered  an  apartment  of  dimensions  which  surpassed  his  power  to  measure,  and 
whose  magnificence  bewildered  and  awed  him.  This,”  said  the  guide,  “  is  the 
Crown  Room,  and  here  you  see  deposited  the  crowns  which  await  the  faithful  when 
they  have  finished  their  course.” 

What  a  sight  was  presented  to  his  eyes!  Arranged  in  glittering  rows,  one  above 
the  other,  suspended  from  the  lofty  dome  and  piled  up  on  every  side  were  innumer¬ 
able  crowns  of  every  size,  form,  and  device.  Some  of  these  were  simple  circlets  or 
crescents  of  gold,  containing  here  and  there  a  single  jewel;  others  more  thickly 
sprinkled  with  brilliants  or  studded  with  gems. 
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Long,  long  did  the  visitor  linger  amid  the  glories  that  surrounded  him,  until  the 
attending  angel  admonished  him  to  return.  “  Thy  crown,’’  said  he,  “  is  yet  to  be 
won.”  He  lingered,  reluctant  to  go,  and  his  eye  was  attracted  by  a  crown  which 
he  had  not  yet  observed.  As  he  gazed  upon  it  and  turned  it  from  side  to  side,  with 
increasing  wonder  and  admiration,  the  gorgeous  brilliants  vath  which  it  was  adorned 
seemed  to  glow  with  living  light.  A  strange  fascination  seized  him.  He  trembled 
as  he  gazed,  and  tears  fell  from  his  eyes,  as  he  exclaimed :  “  0  Earth  !  Earth !  what 
canst  thou  offer  like  this  !  Tell  me,  oh,  thou  shining  one  !  for  what  favoured  one  can 
this  glorious  crown  be  reserved, — who  shall  be  worthy  to  wear  it  at  last  ?” 

“Alas !  alas  !”  said  the  angel,  “  I  know  not !  Once,  indeed,  it  seemed  ready  for 
thee,  but  thou  knewest  not  the  time  of  thy  visitation.  Thou  didst  turn  away  from 
yonder  glittering  crown,  from  the  joy  that  was  set  before  thee,  from  thy  Master’s 
work !  I  know  not  who  shall  stand  in  thy  lot,  or  wear  that  resplendent  diadem  I 
Not  every  one  that  saith  Lord  1  Lord !  shall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  but 
he  that  doetli  the  icill  of  My  father  who  is  in  heaven.” 

Startled,  he  woke  from  his  slumbers.  The  scales  fell  from  his  eyes,  and  he  saw 
how  he  had  temporized  with  duty,  had  offered  gold  instead  of  the  living  sacrifice 
which  his  Lord  had  demanded.  How  did  he  now  despise  the  pleasures  that  had 
cheated  and  deluded  him ! 

Once  more  he  prayed,  and  his  petition  was  not  now,  “  I  pray  thee  have  me  ex¬ 
cused,”  but  “  Here  am  I,  send  me.”  Bitterly  he  mourned  his  guilt  and  folly,  and 
wasted  years,  and  the  dawn  found  him  now  indeed  ready  to  leave  all  and  follow 
Christ,  for  “  he  had  respect  to  the  recompense  of  reward.”  Difficulties  of  his  own 
making  indeed  encumbered  his  path,  social  ties  bound  him  in  their  meshes,  and 
worldly  wisdom  raised  its  wild  uproar  at  his  mad  choice,  but  he  could  not  be 
hindered  now.  He  rejoiced  as  a  strong  man  to  run  a  race,  to  strive  for  the  prize 
that  was  set  before  him,  and  doubtless,  when  the  everlasting  doors  shall  be  opened, 
and  the  crowns  of  life  distributed,  he  shall  hear  his  blessed  Master  say,  to  his 
unspeakable  joy,  “Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant.”* 

3.  Irrespective  of  the  effects  of  discipline,  and  of  the  influence  of 
fidelity  in  elevating  the  future  state  of  the  servant  of  Christ,  it  is 
certain  that  the  rewards  of  the  heavenly  world  are,  in  their  nature^ 
soul-satisfying^  increasing^  and  eternal.  This  is  the  great  point. 

“I  shall  be  satisfied,  when  I  awake,  with  thy  likeness,”  was  the 
enrapturing  anticipation  of  David.  “  To  be  changed  into  the 
Divine  image  from  glory  to  glory,”  is  a  work,  begun  here,  and  ad¬ 
vancing  through  eternity.  To  be  “  forever  with  the  Lord,”  to  be 
endowed  with  the  blessedness  of  perfect  holiness  and  “  the  power  of 
an  endless  life,”  to  obey  and  do  with  the  activity  of  ceaseless  and 
soul-transporting  service,  is  the  crowning  triumph  of  every  true 
follow^er  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  In  heaven,  amid  the  praises,  and 
the  communion,  and  the  work  of  the  redeemed,  in  the  presence  of 
the  angels,  and  before  the  majesty  of  the  Person  of  the  Lord  of 
glory,  wLo  will  think  of  toil,  and  self-denial,  and  suffering,  except 
as  endured  by  Divine  grace,  to  receive  in  the  end  a  soul-satisfying 
and  eternal  portion  !  Welcome  the  heaven  of  rest  to  the  earth- 
weary  labourer  !  Welcome  his  advancement  in  holiness  to  the  simi¬ 
litude  of  God’s  !  Welcome  the  ever-rolling  ages  of  the  illimitable 
period  of  reward  and  triumph  before  the  throne  of  God  and  the 
Lamb  ! 

*  Abbreviated  from  the  “Sunday-School  Times.” 
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Let  young  men,  in  search  of  a  calling  for  this  mortal  life,  come 
to  a  decision  under  the  light  of  the  principles  of  truth,  wisdom,  and 
everlasting  righteousness.  And  let  them  remember  that 

1.  Life  is  happy  only  so  far  as  it  is  spent  in  obedience  to  the  will 
of  God ;  that 

2.  To  do  our  best  for  God  is  the  requirement  of  both  Law  and 
Gospel ;  that 

3.  Active  service  in  blessing  others  answers  the  true  dignity  and 
end  of  our  being  ;  that 

4.  We  are  all  soon  to  die ;  and  that 

5.  After  death,  comes  the  judgment,  with  the  retributions  of 
eternal  life  or  death. 

‘‘  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  he  with  you  all.” 


FAITH,  HOPE,  AND  KNOWLEDGE. 

AN  ALLEGORY. 

ARGUMENT. 

The  soul,  while  in  the  bondage  of  sin  and  death,  discovers  the  vanity  of  life, 
and  is  sated  with  worldly  pleasure. 

Tortured,  between  the  extremes  of  despair  and  recklessness,  by  the  riddle  of 
her  destiny,  she  yearns  after  divine  help. 

Her  doubts  and  fears  vanishing  before  commencing  faith  and  hope,  she  gains 
a  holy  confidence  in  the  divine  love,  and  exults  in  the  prospect  of  immortality. 

She  enters  as  a  new  creature  upon  the  new  life  of  the  spirit. 

As  she  grows  in  faith  and  hope,  she  grows  also  in  knowledge. 

She  finds  death  but  a  birth  into  another  and  more  glorious  life. 

Her  faith  and  hope  are  lost  in  fruition,  but  her  knowledge  increases  forever 
and  ever. 

And  I  beheld  a  strong  and  comely  youth,  sitting  chained  and 
manacled  beside  a  tomb  in  which  was  nothing  but  a  little  heap  of 
dust,  and  whereon  was  written  Vanity. 

And  a  faded  wreath  was  dropping  from  his  grasp. 

And  at  his  feet  lay  a  goblet  with  the  wine  drained  out. 

And  though  a  manly  strength  was  in  his  limbs,  yet  he  appeared 
worn  and  sorrowful. 

And  behind  him,  scarcely  seen  for  the  gloom,  were  two  dismal 
shapes,  which  I  knew  to  be  demons  of  the  tomb  and  keepers  of  the 
gates  of  hell. 

And  the  one  was  called  Fate,  and  the  other  was  called  Chance. 

And,  as  they  tossed  the  dice.  Fate  cried.  He  shall  be  mine ;  and 
Chance  cried.  He  shall  be  mine. 

And  then  I  saw  that  the  youth  looked  upward,  and,  with  knit 
brow  and  strained  muscle,  essayed  to  break  away  from  his  chain. 

And  suddenly  it  grew  light  about  him,  and  the  demons  vanished, 
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and  there  came  toward  him  on  either  side  two  shining  ones,  which 
were  the  daughters  of  God. 

And  she  that  hovered  on  the  right  I  knew  was  the  Angel  of 
Faith;  and  she  had  a  wreath  of  ivy  clinging  about  her  forehead; 
and  in  her  hand  she  clasped  a  cross  to  her  breast ;  and  her  eye  was 
lifted  toward  heaven. 

And  she  that  hovered  on  the  left  I  knew  was  the  Angel  of  Hope  ; 
and  round  about  her  head  was  the  iris ;  and  her  eyes  were  full  of 
tears  ;  but  a  sweet  sad  smile  still  lingered  in  her  face. 

And  as  the  youth  gave  his  hand  to  the  Angel  of  Faith,  she  was 
glad,  and  grew  bold,  and  cried  out.  There  is  therefore  now  no  con¬ 
demnation  to  them  that  are  in  Christ  Jesus, 

And,  as  the  Angel  of  Hope  presently  gave  her  hand  to  him,  she 
wept  for  joy  and  exclaimed.  Blessed  he  the  Grod  and  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ, who,  through  his  abundant  mercy,  hath  begotten 
us  agam  unto  a  lively  hope  of  an  inheritance  incorruptible,  unde¬ 
filed,  and  thatfadeth  not  aivay. 

And  immediately  the  chains  fell  off  from  his  limbs  ;  and  the  tomb 
was  seen  no  more ;  and,  clothed  in  a  new,  white  robe,  he  went  for¬ 
ward,  led  by  the  two  angels,  along  a  path  which  was  narrow^  and 
rugged,  but  ended  in  a  portal  full  of  light. 

And  as  they  went  forward,  I  beheld,  flying  towards  them  out  of 
the  heavens,  a  strong  and  beautiful  seraph,  which  I  knew  was  the 
Angel  of  Knowledge  and  eldest  of  the  children  of  Jehovah. 

And  he  had  the  amaranth  bound  about  his  forehead,  and  wore 
the  mystic  eye  upon  his  breast-plate,  and  a  strength  as  of  eagles 
was  in  his  wings. 

And,  as  he  retreated  before  them,  he  ever  waved  in  his  hand  a 
laurel  which  seemed  always  in  reach,  but  could  never  be  grasped. 

And  they  went  onward,  in  the  midst  of  a  circle  of  light,  along 
the  narrow  and  rugged  path. 

But  when  they  came  to  the  portal,  I  saw  that  the  path  beyond 
it  grew  brighter  and  brighter,  as  it  rose  higher  and  higher,  until 
the  eye  could  not  follow  it  for  the  distance  and  the  brightness. 

And  there  the  two  angels,  like  bright  clouds  swallowed  up  in  the 
rays  of  morning,  disappeared  in  the  glory  of  the  portal ;  but  the 
seraph  stood  with  his  limbs  nerved  and  his  wings  plumed  as  if  for 
flight,  and,  waving  the  laurel,  still  beckoned  onward. 

And  now  the  things  which  that  man  beheld,  it  were  not  lawful 
to  utter;  for  he  was  a  spirit,  out  of  the  body,  and  saw  with  that 
eye  with  which  we  are  seen. 

And  the  worlds  and  the  ages  flew  past  him  as  in  a  vision. 

And  he  lived  a  thousand  years  ;  but  it  seemed  to  him  only  as  a 
day. 

And  again  he  lived  a  thousand  years,  and  saw  the  earth  grow 
old  and  drop  like  a  ripe  flower  among  the  stars  ;  but  it  was  to  him 
only  as  a  tale  that  is  told. 

And  then  he  lived  thousands  of  thousands  of  years,  and  beheld 
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world  after  world  blossoming  into  the  choicest  ideals  of  the  Creator; 
but  he  looked  back  upon  it  as  one  looks  back  upon  what  happened 
when  he  was  a  child.  And  still  the  endless  space  was  beyond  him, 
sown  thick  with  a  seed  of  stars. 

And  at  length,  after  a  time  of  times  which  no  man  could  number, 
I  beheld  him  standing  upon  what  seemed  the  uttermost  bound  of 
creation  ;  and  beneath  him  were  all  the  worlds  of  immensity,  having 
at  last  given  up  their  secrets,  and  all  the  ages  of  eternity,  having 
at  last  unfolded  their  marvels  ;  and  nought  but  God  remained  as 
the  unknown.  But  while  he  yet  gazed,  the  vision  dissolved  and 
he  remembered  it  only  as  a  dream  ;  for  a  new  universe  had  been 
born  out  of  the  old  ;  and  now,  as  if  an  insect  should  have  grown 
into  a  man,  the  orbs  had  become  to  him  but  as  atoms,  and  the  ages 
but  as  moments,  and  the  heaven  of  heavens  was  opening  beyond 
him  as  he  trod  the  star-dust  beneath  him.  And  still  that  which 
had  been  was  to  be  but  the  beginning  of  that  which  should  be. 

And  thus  he  ever  went  onward,  onward,  onward,  through  the 
immensities  and  the  eternities,  from  universe  to  universe,  with 
birth  after  birth,  into  life  beyond  life,  ever  nearing  but  never  reach¬ 
ing  the  fulness  of  the  great  All  in  all,  until  I  grew  blind  with 
watching  him  ;  and  as  a  star  dies  into  the  sun,  he  was  lost  from  my 
sight. 

And  I  wept,  and  wished  the  dream  were  true. 

And  then  I  awoke,  and  found  it  was  not  a  dream,  and  thanked 
my  God  that  I  had  ever  been  born.  C.  W.  S.  ■ 


STRICTURES  AND  EXPLANATIONS  ON 
BISHOP  DOANE. 

These  Strictures  are  from  an  old  friend  and  contributor  to  the  Presbyterian 
Magazine  ;  and  we  give  him  the  liberty  of  being  heard,  with  some  notes  of  our 
own.  Ed. 

To  THE  Editor  of  the  Presbyterian  Magazine  : — 

My  dear  Sir :  The  volumes  of  your  Magazine,  like  everything 
else  that  has  come  from  your  hand,  are  full  of  proofs  of  your 
willingness  that  those  who  differ  in  opinion  should  have  the  same 
opportunity  of  being  heard  as  yourself.  The  knowledge  of  your 
character  in  this  respect  encourages  me  to  offer  some  strictures 
on  a  paper  in  the  June  number,  entitled  An  Estimate  of  Bishop 
Doane.” 

The  Estimate  is  an  abstract  of  a  sermon  preached  by  yourself 
on  the  occasion  of  that  gentleman’s  death.  A  funeral  sermon  im¬ 
plies  a  favourable  opinion  of  the  deceased,  and  the  third  part  of 
the  one  which  you  have  here  printed  must  be  received,  by  all 
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readers,  as  a  high  eulogy  on  the  subject  of  it.  It  is  not  an  indis¬ 
criminate  eulogy.  You  express  your  dissent  from  some  of  his 
opinions.  You  are  silent  on  many  important  points  of  a  minister’s 
character ;  but,  the  general  impression  made  on  all  readers  must 
be  that  in  the  preaching  and  the  printing  you  intended  to  honour 
the  memory  of  the  person  named. 

Now,  my  dear  Sir,  what  claim  had  this  person  on  such  honour 
in  a  Presbyterian  pulpit  ?  What  was  the  call  for  the  extraordinary 
testimonial  of  a  sermon  on  the  Lord’s  day,  on  behalf  of  a  minister 
of  another  denomination  ?  Was  it  his  piety,  his  humility,  his  Chris¬ 
tian  fellowship,  his  godly  example  ?  Was  it  even  his  high  moral 
reputation  ?  Was  he  such  a  minister — such  a  man — as  to  make 
his  example  worthy  of  being  held  up  in  the  light  of  a  model  to 
clergymen  and  to  Christians  ?  You  do  not  say  he  was :  but  is 
not  this  implied  ?  will  it  not  be  understood  from  the  unusual  fact 
of  the  public  eulogistic  discourse  ?* * * § 

Admitting  your  estimate  of  the  intellectual  qualities  and  active 
powers  of  the  deceased  to  be  just,  is  it  right  to  suppress  allusion 
to  his  moral  and  religious  reputation  ?  Is  it  right  to  ignore  the 
fact  that  within  seven  years  he  was  arraigned  on  thirty-onef  specific 
charges,  involving  moral  character,  from  which  he  escaped  in  a 
most  equivocal  manner  ?J  If  charity,  of  any  kind,  forbade  an 
allusion  to  this  fact,  should  not  charity  to  the  wounded  cause  of 
Christ  have  caused  total  silence  as  to  the  man,  whether  living  or 
dead  ? 

Another  friendly  stricture,  called  out  by  the  “  Estimate,”  has 
reference  to  the  spirit  in  which  you  speak  of  the  ecclesiastical  and 
theological  position  assumed  by  the  deceased.  I  agree  with  you 
in  allowing  every  man  his  liberty  to  be  as  unscriptural  and  un¬ 
reasonable  as  he  pleases  in  his  religious  opinions,  if  I  am  under 
no  responsibility  to  judge  him.  But,  while  you  admit  and  gently 
condemn  the  extravagant  opinions  of  the  deceased,  you  do  not  seem 
to  regard  them  as  involving  an  important  exception  to  ministerial 
soundness.  I  suppose  you  care  as  little  as  I  do  what  that  “  Bishop” 
professed  to  think  of  non-prelatical  churches  and  ministers,  but 
surely  you  would  not  have  it  understood,  as  your  opinion,  that  his 
system  of  Christianity,  as  built  upon  sacraments,  priesthood, 
apostleship,  and  traditions,  was  not  a  glaring  and  perilous  contra¬ 
diction  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ. § 

*  We  think  not.  Ed. 

f  An  arraignment  is  a  very  different  thing  from  a  conviction;  and,  as  to  the 
number  of  the  charges,  the  thirty-one  specifications  might  easily  have  been  ex¬ 
panded,  by  a  shrewd  lawyer,  into  a  couple  of  hundred. 

X  However  “equivocal’^  was  the  mode  of  escape,  it  was  sanctioned  and  adopted 
by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  House  of  Bishops,  Low  Church  as  well  as  High 
Church.  The  reader  is  referred  to  the  decision  of  the  court,  which  is  published 
on  another  page. 

§  We  expressly  stated  that  we  had  no  sympathies  with  his  peculiar  theologi- 
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Surely,  my  dear  friend,  you  would  not  be  understood  literally, 
when  you  write,  not  only  that  the  subject  of  your  eulogy  was  “one 
of  the  greatest  sons”  of  the  Episcopalian  Church  ;  that  he  “  could 
outpreach,  outvote,  (?)  and  outwork  the  whole  of  his  brethren  in 
the  Episcopate,”  but  that  “  as  a  preacher,  no  bishop  surpassed” 
him.  Had  you  said  that  none  surpassed  him  in  the  number  of 
printed  sermons,  in  the  power  to  write  fanciful  sermons,  to  throw 
his  sentences  into  blank  verse,  to  give  everything  religious  the  air 
of  bombast,  this  w’ould  not  have  misled  any  one.  But,  will  not 
most  of  your  readers,  even  with  all  the  qualifications  subjoined  to 
the  sentence,  obtain  the  impression  that  you  place  the  deceased,  as 
a  preacher,  above  such  men,  his  brethren,  as  Mcllvaine,  Meade, 
Hopkins,  Johns,  Eastburn,  and  others?  Those  names  are  beloved 
in  the  whole  Christian  Church  as  true,  able,  and  consistent  advo¬ 
cates  of  the  unadulterated  word.* 

You  speak  of  his  “  happily  outliving  the  opposition  that  had 
formerly  existed  against  him.”  If  all  the  efforts  that  have  been 
made  to  obtain  a  fair  investigation  of  the  charges  alleged  against 
him,  all  the  labours  of  evangelical  pastors  and  laymen  to  counter¬ 
act  his  false  doctrine,  all  the  public  sentiment  that  could  not  keep 
silent  when  it  was  outraged ;  if  this  is  to  be  characterized  as  hos¬ 
tile  “  opposition”  which  he  was  “  outliving,”  then  a  reproach  is  re¬ 
flected  on  the  outvoted,  but  conscientious  Episcopalians  of  New 
Jersey,  whom  he  always  defied,  and  never  would  meet.f 

I  am  tempted  to  offer  my  own  “  estimate”  of  the  departed.! 
There  is  scarcely  a  point  in  which  yours  and  mine  will  coincide. 
But  I  forbear,  because  I  suppose  it  would  be  of  no  service,  and 
for  the  same  reason  for  which  I  mainly  object  to  your  sermon  or 
article,  viz.,  that  a  Presbyterian  Church,  Minister,  or  Magazine  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  subject ;  and  that  the  dead  should  bury 
their  dead.§  H. 

cal  opinions  j  and  that  we  had  opposed  these  both  by  speech  and  through  the 
press.  We  are  not  aware  that  “  H.”  ever  published  the  tenth  part  that  we  have 
done  against  Bishop  Doane’s  theological  opinions. 

*  Our  opinion  is  that  Bishop  Doane  was,  in  his  way,  a  greater  preacher  than 
any  of  these  Bishops.  He  was,  moreover,  a  consistent  Churchman.  Has  H.” 
ever  seen  Bishop  Mcllvaine’s  sermon,  in  which  that  Low  Church  divine  advances 
prelatical  opinions  which  are  up  to  the  highest  notch  of  absurd  pretension  ? 
And  has  “  H.”  ever  read  Dr.  Hodge’s  triumphant  reply  to  Bishop  Mcllvaine’s 
claims  to  the  Apostleship  ? 

t  The  charges  were  met,  and  investigated  in  the  Diocesan  Convention  5  and 
the  decision  virtually  adopted  by  the  whole  House  of  Bishops.  See  the  Eecord. 

X  Perhaps,  it  is  quite  as  well  that  this  task  has  been  omitted  by  our  worthy  and 
respected  brother.  Even  from  his  own  stand-point,  there  are  things  which  might 
be  said  of  the  living;  which  may  better  be  left  unsaid  over  the  dead  in  their 
graves. 

^  Full  liberty  is  cheerfully  granted  to  “  H.”  to  think  and  act  as  he  judges  best ; 
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Another  correspondent^  who  signs  himself  A  PreshyterianP  finds  fault  with 
us  for  stating  incidentally^  in  the  Discourse,  that  ‘‘the  House  of  Bishops  formally 
declared  Bishop  Doane’s  innocence.”  Whether  the  word  “  formally”  was  ex¬ 
actly  the  right  word,  the  reader  may  judge  for  himself,  after  examining  the  re¬ 
cord  of  the  Court.  The  word  “  virtually,”  or  “  substantially,”  or  any  equivalent 
expression,  would  have  answered  our  purpose  just  as  well ;  and  we  should  have 
preferred  it.  The  following  is  the  record  of  the  Court 

Whereas,  Very  serious  embarrassments  have  been  thrown  in  the 
way  of  the  action  of  this  Court,  first  by  the. postponement  of  the 
trial  of  the  original  Presentment,  and  afterwards  by  the  decree 
and  orders  of  the  Court  of  Bishops  which  assembled  at  Camden,  in 
October,  1852,  and  continued  its  sessions,  by  adjournment,  at 
Burlington,  to  wit : — 

‘‘  Whereupon  it  was  decreed  that 

‘‘  Whereas,  Previous  to  making  of  the  Presentment  now  before  this 
court,  the  Convention  of  New  Jersey  had  investigated  most  of  the  matters 
contained  therein,  and  had  determined  that  there  was  no  ground  for  Pre¬ 
sentment  ;  therefore, 

“  Ordered,  That,  as  to  the  matters  thus  acted  upon  by  said  Conven¬ 
tion,  this  Court  is  not  called  upon  to  proceed  further. 

“  Whereas,  The  Diocese  of  New  Jersey  stands  pledged  to  investigate  any 
charges  against  its  Bishop  that  may  be  presented  from  any  responsible 
source,  And  luhereas,  a  special  Convention  has  been  called,  shortly  to 
meet,  in  reference  to  the  new  matters  contained  in  the  Presentment  now 
before  this  Court,  therefore, 

‘‘  Ordered,  That  this  Court,  relying  upon  the  said  pledge,  do  not  now 
proceed  to  any  further  action  in  the  premises. 

Which  decree  and  orders  have  been  pleaded  in  bar  to  the  trial  of 
the  present  Presentment. 

And  whereas,  The  Convention  of  the  Diocese  of  New  Jersey  has, 
through  a  committee  of  its  most  influential  and  honourable  laymen, 
satisfied  itself,  that,  whatever  may  have  been  the  imprudences  in 
word  and  act  of  the  Respondent,  there  was  no  intention  of  crime  or 
immorality  on  his  part. 

And  ivhereas.  The  said  Convention  stands  pledged  to  investigate 
any  further  charges  which  may  be  brought  at  any  future  time,  from 
any  quarter,  against  said  Respondent,  with  fairness  and  impar¬ 
tiality. 

And  whereas.  The  Diocese  of  the  Respondent  is  now  engaged  in 
raising  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  thousand  dollars, 
for  the  release  from  all  embarrassment  of  St.  Mary’s  Hall,  Burling- 

and  probably  some  will  allow  a  little  discretion  to  the  resident  minister,  in  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  great  public  sympathy,  to  preach,  or  not  to  preach.  On  a  calm 
review,  we  are  satisfied  that  we  did  our  duty  in  preaching  the  Discourse  (the 
lohole  of  which  has  since  been  published). 
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ton  College,  and  Riverside,  the  surplus  income  of  such  property, 
when  thus  released,  is  to  be  annually  applied  to  the  liquidation  of 
the  remaining  debts  of  the  Respondent. 

And  whereas^  The  Respondent  comes  into  Court  and  says : — 

The  undersigned,  in  prosecuting  his  plans  of  Christian  education,  in 
connection  with  St.  Mary’s  Hall  and  Burlington  College,  found  that  the 
expenses  of  the  enterprise  greatly  exceeded  his  calculations ;  while  the 
assistance  on  which  he  had  so  confidently  relied,  perhaps  too  sanguinely, 
fell  altogether  short  of  what  he  deemed  his  reasonable  expectations.  In 
this  condition  of  things,  being  entirely  left  alone,-  and  without  advice, 
every  step  which  he  advanced  involved  him  more  and  more  deeply  in  pe¬ 
cuniary  embarrassments.  In  endeavouring  to  extricate  himself  from 
these  embarrassments,  he  admits  that  he  made  representations  which,  at 
the  time,  he  believed  to  be  correct ;  but  many  of  which  turned  out,  in  the 
event,  to  be  erroneous.  He  was  also  led,  by  his  too  confident  reliance  on 
anticipated  aid,  to  make  promises  which  he  fully  expected  to  perform ; 
hut  which,  experience  has  taught  him,  were  far  too  strongly  expressed. 
He  was  also  induced,  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  money  to  meet  his  neces¬ 
sities,  to  resort  to  methods,  by  the  payment  of  exorbitant  interest  on 
loans,  which  he  did  not  suppose  were  in  contravention  of  the  law,  and 
which  common  usage  seemed  to  him  to  justify.  He  also,  in  entire  confi¬ 
dence  in  his  ability  to  replace  them,  made  use  of  certain  trust  funds,  in  a 
way  which  he  deeply  regrets ;  and,  although  they  have  long  been  per¬ 
fectly  secured,  does  not  now  justify. 

The  embarrassments  here  referred  to  were  followed  by  a  long  and 
well-nigh  fatal  illness ;  which,  withdrawing  him  entirely  from  the  busi¬ 
ness  which  he  had  carried  on  alone,  was  mainly  instrumental  in  the  entire 
failure  in  his  pecuniary  affairs.  The  perplexity  arising  from  this  failure, 
with  the  protracted  infirmity  which  followed  his  sickness,  made  him  liable 
to  many  errors  and  mistakes,  which  might  easily  bear  the  appearance  of 
intentional  misrepresentations.  In  connection  with  the  assignment  of  his 
property,  he  set  his  name,  under  oath,  to  an  inventory  of  his  goods,  and 
also  to  a  list  of  his  debts,  which  he  believed  to  be  correct;  an  act  which, 
he  grieves  to  find,  has  given  rise  to  an  impression  in  the  minds  of  some 
that  he  exhibited  an  insensibility  to  the  awful  sanctions  of  the  oath  of  a 
Christian  man.  But,  while  he  laments  the  impression,  he  declares  that 
his  act  was  only  done  under  legal  advice,  and  in  the  firm  conviction  of  its 
correctness. 

Some  time  after  his  recovery  from  the  illness  above  alluded  to,  but 
while  he  was  still  in  the  midst  of  his  perplexities,  smarting  under  his 
heavy  disappointments,  and  wounded  by  the  imputations  to  which,  in 
some  quarters,  he  was  subjected,  the  letter  of  the  three  Bishops  came  to 
him.  He  has  no  disposition  to  ascribe  to  them  any  other  than  just  and 
proper  motives  in  thus  addressing  him.  But,  at  the  time  when  he  received 
the  communication,  he  viewed  it  otherwise  ;  and,  under  the  strong  excite¬ 
ment  of  the  moment,  penned  a  pamphlet,  parts  of  which  he  does  not  now 
justify ;  and  expressions  in  which,  in  regard  to  those  brethren,  he  deeply 
regrets. 

‘‘  In  reference  to  his  indebtedness,  he  now  renews  the  declaration  of  in¬ 
tention  which  he  has  constantly  made,  and  has  acted  on,  to  the  utmost  of 
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his  ability,  thus  far,  to  devote  his  means,  efforts,  and  influence,  in  depen¬ 
dence  on  Grod’s  blessing,  to  the  payment,  principal  and  interest,  of  every 
just  demand  against  him—an  expectation  which  there  is  reasonable  hope 
of  having  fulfilled,  since  a  committee  of  the  trustees  and  friends  of  Bur¬ 
lington  College,  by  whom  both  institutions  are  now  carried  on,  have 
undertaken  an  enterprise,  which  is  nearly  accomplished,  to  discharge  the 
whole  mortgage  debt ;  and  thus  secure  the  property  at  Riverside  and  St. 
Mary’s  Hall,  with  that  of  Burlington  College,  to  the  Church  forever,  for 
the  purposes  of  Christian  education.  And  this  done,  the  trustees  have 
further  agreed  to  appropriate  during  his  life,  the  surplus  income  of  both 
institutions  to  the  liquidation  of  all  his  other  debts  incurred  by  him  in 
carrying  on  said  institutions. 

That,  in  the  course  of  all  these  transactions,  human  infirmity  may 
have  led  him  into  many  errors,  he  deeply  feels.  He  does  not  wish  to 
justify  or  excuse  them.  If  scandal  to  the  Church,  or  injury  to  the  cause 
of  Christ,  have  arisen  from  them,  they  are  occasion  to  him  of  mortifica¬ 
tion  and  regret.  For  these  things,  in  all  humility  and  sorrow,  before  God 
and  man,  he  has  always  felt  himself  liable  to,  and  willing  to  receive,  the 
friendly  reproofs  of  his  brethren  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  especially  of  the 
Bishops  of  this  Church. 

^^G.  W.  Doane,- 

“Bishop  of  New  Jersey.” 

Ordered^  Therefore,  That  the  Presentment  before  this  Court  be 
dismissed,  and  the  Respondent  be  discharged  without  day. 

The  Committee  likewise  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  orders  : — 

1.  That  no  order  or  decree  of  the  Court  in  October,  1852,  or 
this  Court,  shall  be  taken  to  admit  the  right  of  any  Diocese  to 
come  between  a  Court  of  Bishops  and  the  Responding  Bishop, 
after  canonical  presentment  first  made  by  three  Bishops. 

2.  That  this  Court  believes  the  Presenters  to  have  acted  in  good 
faith,  and  in  the  desire  and  determination  to  carry  out  the  law  of 
this  Church  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  in  the  painful  duty 
which  they  have  felt  themselves  called  upon  to  perform. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Presenters, 
and  ordered  to  be  entered  upon  the  Minutes. 

To  the  Court  of  Bishops : — 

The  Presenting  Bishops  having  been  informed  by  a  Committee 
of  the  Court,  that  a  proposal  is  now  under  consideration  to  dismiss 
the  Presentment  upon  several  grounds  stated  in  a  report  of  the 
said  Committee,  the  chief  of  which  is  a  certain  acknowledgment 
on  the  part  of  the  Respondent,  do  represent  to  the  Court  that  the 
exclusive  right  of  withdrawing  the  Presentment  is  with  the  Pre¬ 
senters  ;  that  the  only  legal  mode  of  disposing  of  these  charges, 
by  the  Court,  is  to  try  them  by  the  evidence ;  that  the  Presenters 
stand  ready  with  their  evidence  to  enter  on  the  trial  which  they 
have  contended  for ;  and  they  feel  themselves  bound  to  ask  that 
the  Court  will  call  on  the  Respondent  to  plead  guilty  or  not  guilty 
to  the  Presentment.  With  this  statement  of  the  legal  position  of 


Letter  to  the  Ruling  Riders. 


313 


1859.] 


the  Presenters,  as  representing  the  Executive  of  the  Church  in  this 
case,  the  undersigned  are  prepared  to  abide  bj  such  action  as  the 
Court  may  take  in  the  premises. 

Chas.  P.  McIlvaine, 
William  Meade, 
George  Burgess. 

Camden,  Sept,  15,  1853. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  the  acceptance  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee,  and  the  adoption  of  the  preamble  and  orders  an¬ 
nexed,  the  report  was  accepted,  and  the  preamble  and  orders 
adopted  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Court,  all  the  members 
being  present  and  voting. 

For  ourselves,  we  have  always  thought  that  both  Bishop  Doane,  and  the  House 
of  Bishops,  committed  an  error  in  indefinitely  postponing  the  trial.  The  right  to 
do  so,  as  well  as  the  expediency  of  the  measure,  was  more  than  questionable. 

The  Bishop’s  paper  confesses  the  guilt  of  the  indiscreet  and  unjustified  proceed¬ 
ings,  resorted  to  in  the  extremity  of  his  pecuniary  affairs.  The  last  sentence 
shows  a  spirit  of  penitence,  at  which  the  Bishop’s  friends  and  enemies  were 
equally  surprised.  He  has  gone  to  his  last  account.  Many  a  one  besides  Bishop 
Doane  can  say  with  David,  “  Let  us  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Lord,  for  his 
mercies  are  great ;  but  let  me  not  fall  into  the  hand  of  man.” 


LETTER  TO  THE  RULING  ELDERS. 

The  Elders  in  attendance  on  the  General  Assembly,  at  Indiana¬ 
polis,  in  May,  1859,  send  their  cordial  greetings  to  their  Brethren 
in  the  Eldership  throughout  the  United  States. 

God  having  put  it  into  their  hearts  to  hold  a  daily  morning 
prayer-meeting  during  the  sessions  of  the  Assembly,  it  is  with 
devout  thankfulness  that  they  acknowledge  His  gracious  presence 
in  their  meetings.  And  though  deeply  sensible  of  the  imperfect 
manner  in  which  they  have  fulfilled  their  ordination  vows,  and  per¬ 
formed  their  responsible  duties  as  ofiQce-bearers  in  the  Church  of 
Christ,  are  fully  persuaded  that  if  they  were  more  deeply  imbued 
with  the  spirit  of  their  Master,  and  had  right  conceptions  of  the 
solemn  obligations  resting  upon  them,  in  these  days  when  God  is 
granting  such  signal  answers  to  prayer,  and  faithful,  humble  labour, 
in  dependence  upon  Him,  they  would  be  instrumental  in  accom¬ 
plishing  much  more  for  the  Church,  the  world,  and  His  glory.  That 
they  would  be  permitted  to  rejoice  in  the  salvation  of  greater 
numbers  of  repenting  sinners,  and  the  addition  to  the  Church  of 
Christ  of  many — very  many — of  such  as  shall  be  saved. 

Entertaining  these  views,  they  desire,  in  obedience  to  the  com- 


314 


The  Last  G-eneral  Assembly. 


[July, 


mand,  to  stir  up  each  other’s  minds,  by  way  of  remembrance,  and 
in  the  spirit  of  meekness  and  love,  to  offer  a  few  suggestions  to 
their  brethren  : —  , 

First. — The  importance  of  holding  up  the  hands  of  their  pastor 
by  their  prayers  and  counsels,  in  all  his  efforts  to  promote  the 
cause  of  Christ;  and  in  providing  liberally  for  his  temporal  sup¬ 
port. 

Second. — The  establishing,  at  all  convenient  times  and  places, 
meetings  for  prayer,  and  seeking  out  and  persuading  to  attend 
them  such  as  habitually  neglect  these  means  'of  grace,  and,  by 
direct  and  personal  effort  with  individuals,  seek  to  win  them  to 
Christ. 

Third. — Careful  attention  to  young  converts  —  taking  them 
kindly  by  the  hand — encouraging,  advising,  and  instructing  them 
in  their  new  relations  and  duties ;  thus  promoting  their  improve¬ 
ment  and  growth  in  grace. 

Fourth. — Particular  attention  to  the  children  of  the  Church,  as 
well  as  the  neglected  ones  among  the  poor. 

Fifth. — That,  in  addition  to  the  prayerful  study  of  the  Word  of 
God,  some  work  on  the  duties  of  Ruling  Elders  be  carefully  and 
attentively  read. 

Lastly. — The  great  importance  of  establishing  a  daily  prayer¬ 
meeting  at  every  meeting  of  the  judicatories  of  our  Church. 

Our  own  experience,  beloved  brethren,  of  the  happy  influence 
of  such  meetings,  during  our  stay  in  this  place,  and  the  many  plea¬ 
sant  and  long-to-be-remembered  acquaintances  with  brethren,  which, 
but  for  these  opportunities,  would  never  have  been  formed,  has 
prompted  us  to  offer  these  suggestions  to  you. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  May,  1859. 


THE  LAST  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 

The  last  General  Assembly  was  a  remarkable  body  for  numbers, 
ability,  and  eloquence.  Dr.  William  L.  Breckinridge  was  unani¬ 
mously  elected  Moderator,  and  gave  universal  satisfaction  by  the 
dignified,  courteous,  and  impartial  manner  in  which  he  discharged 
the  duties  of  the  office. 

We  think  that  two  important  errors  were  made  at  the  begin¬ 
ning.  The  first  was  in  limiting  the  morning  session  to  two  and  a 
half  hours  for  business.  The  Assembly  met  at  nine  o’clock,  spent 
half  an  hour  in  devotional  exercises,  and  adjourned  at  twelve 
o’clock.  The  consequence  was  that  scarcely  any  business  was  com¬ 
pleted  before  the  adjournment,  and  it  went  over  as  “unfinished 
business”  to  another  and  an  indefinite  time.  Probably  no  other 
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Assembly  was  ever  so  troubled  with  “unfinished  business.”  If  the 
Assembly  had  met  at  half-past  eight  o’clock,  and  adjourned  at 
half-past  twelve  o’clock,  it  would  have  gamed  incalculably  more  than 

the  mere  additional  hour.  . 

The  other  mistake  was  in  changing  the  practice  m  regard  to  the 

number  of  persons  on  the  Standing  Committees.  The  practice  has 
been  in  vogue,  for  many  years,  of  having  large  Committees,  so  that 
each  section  of  the  Church  may  have  a  fair  representation.  Ihe 
Moderator  of  the  last  Assembly— by  what  authority  we  know 
not— reduced  the  number  to  nine.  We  think  the  number  alto¬ 
gether  below  the  requirements  of  the  case,  and  that  it  is  not  large 

enough  to  secure  the  confidence  of  the  body.  n 

Smith’s  proposition  is,  that  one  member  from  each  Synod  shaU  be 
on  the  Committees  on  the  Boards,  and  these  Committees  have 
never  been  larger  than  the  other  Standing  Committees  On  mo¬ 
tion  of  Walter  Lowrie,  Esq.,  a  few  years  ago,  the  Assembly  ordered 
the  Committees  on  the  Boards  to  be  considerably  en  ^ge  eyon 
the  number  appointed  by  the  Moderator  this  year.  Est  modus  m 
rebus.  A  Committee  of  thirty  may  be  too  large,  but  a  Committee 
of  nine  is  too  small.  The  Committees,  appointed  by  Dr. 
ridge,  were  able  Committees.  Our  only  dissatisfaction  is  with  t  e 
small  number  of  persons  composing  them,  especially  m  view  ot  the* 
practice  of  our  Church,  which  has  been  in  the  contrary  direction. 


BOARDS  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

The  Boards  of  the  Church  gained  much  attention  from  the  As¬ 
sembly — quite  as  much  as  was  possible  under  the  great  pressure  o 
other  business.  The  policy  of  the  Domestic  Missionary  and  the 
Publication  Boards  called  out  a  good  deal  of  discussion  in  the  As¬ 
sembly.  It  does  not  become  us  to  say  much  on  these  sublets,  as 
we  sustain  a  connection  with  the  Board  of  Education.  But  our 
position  as  public  journalists,  notwithstanding  our  other  relations 
to  the  Boards,  requires  us  at  times  to  utter  our  sentiments  in  all 

candour  and  honesty.  ...  iwn 

1.  One  of  the  principles  of  administration,  to  govern 

Boards,  is  a  prudent  and  firm  aggressiveness.  With  a  large  body 
of  communicants,  growing  resources,  an  expnding  field,  revivals 
of  religion,  active  foes,  and  encouraging  providences,  it  becomes  all 
the  Boards  to  reflect  the  general  spirit  of  the  Church  by  pressing 
forward  in  the  enlargement  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ  on  every  side. 
In  our  judgment,  the  Boards  have  made  reasonable  progress;  more 
in  some  years  than  in  others,  never  as  much  as  ought  to  have  been 
made,  they  themselves  being  judges;  and  yet  the  progress  has 
been  real,  substantial,  and  far  from  inconsiderable.  A  little  more 
of  the  spirit  of  aggressiveness  would  not  harm  the  operations  ot 

any  of  the  Boards.  .  •  i  e 

2.  Freedom  from  debt  is  another  of  the  essential  principles  ot 
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prudent  management.  The  American  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
has,  for  a  series  of  years,  been  burdened  with  heavier  pecuniary 
obligations  than  it  could  meet ;  at  least  it  has  been  a  good  deal  in 
debt.  This  is  impolitic  as  well  as  wrong.  Our  own  Boards  have 
been  mercifully  preserved,  by  a  kind  Providence,  from  this  condi¬ 
tion.  Last  year  the  Board  of  Publication  reported  a  considerable 
debt  in  its  colportage  fund,  but  the  debt  has  this  year  been  greatly 
reduced,  and  will  be  entirely  removed,  in  all  probability,  before  the 
meeting  of  the  next  General  Assembly.  An  administration,  con¬ 
ducted  on  the  principle  of  running  in  debt,  and  above  all,  of  keep¬ 
ing  in  debt,  is  manifestly  unsound  and  unwise. 

3.  In  conducting  these  operations,  it  is  good  policy  to  avoid 
accumulating  large  balances.  A  heavy  balance,  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  is  a  sort  of  signal  to  the  churches  to  suspend  their  collections 
for  a  time.  We  are  aware  that  it  is  said  that  the  churches  do  not 
take  up  collections  in  the  summer.  But  is  this  true  of  the  country 
churches  ?  Did  not  agents  formerly  consider  the  summer  and 
autumn  months  the  very  best  seasons  of  the  year,  to  operate  among 
the  substantial  churches,  in  agricultural  regions  ?  But  however 
this  may  be,  it  is  certain  that  the  accumulation  of  large  sums  only 
tends  still  more  to  demoralize  the  churches  in  their  benevolent 
habits  and  customs.  If  all  the  Boards  acted  avowedly  upon  the 
principle  of  rolling  up  large  balances,  in  order  to  begin  the  year 
with  ease  and  prosperity,  we  hesitate  not  to  aflSrm  that  they  would 
all  become  involved  in  trouble,  anarchy,  and  ruin.  When  the 
balances  become  too  large,  as  they  will  at  times,  owing  to  particu¬ 
lar  circumstances,  it  is  far  better  to  admit  the  fact  as  an  evil  than 
to  vindicate  it  as  good  yolicy.  Were  the  balances  small,  the 
churches,  feeling  the  necessity  of  taking  up  collections  early,  would 
soon  acquire  the  habit  of  replenishing  the  treasury  in  the  propor¬ 
tion  necessary  to  meet  the  demand.  An  undue  accumulation  of 
funds  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  has,  in  fact,  been  already  proved 
to  be  disastrous.  It  necessitates  frequent  and  unpopular  appeals 
to  the  churches  for  funds  ;  creates  anxiety  ;  prevents  a  fearless  and 
expanding  policy ;  excites  dissatisfaction,  and  does  more  harm  than 
can  ever  be  told.  This  being  our  own  honest  opinion,  we  feel  free 
to  express  it. 

4.  The  Boards  of  the  Church  ought  never  to  be  afraid  of  an  in¬ 
vestigation  into  their  affairs.  Every  minister,  elder,  and  member 
have  a  right  to  make  all  the  inquiries  they  think  proper.  The 
Boards  are  public  property,  and  belong  to  the  whole  Church.  And 
it  is  good  policy,  as  well  as  duty,  to  invite  all  manner  of  inquiry. 
The  best  way  to  secure  confidence  and  co-operation  is  to  satisfy  the 
largest  curiosity.  To  arrest  investigation,  when  it  is  demanded,  is 
only  to  increase  private  and  public  suspicion,  and  to  postpone  the 
day  of  reckoning,  with  a  more  severe  ordeal  of  prejudice  through 
which  to  pass. 

With  these  few  remarks  on  the  general  policy  of  the  Boards,  we 
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proceed  to  notice  some  of  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly 
on  the  subject. 


BOARD  OF  DOMESTIC  MISSIONS. 

The  affairs  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  underwent  con¬ 
siderable  discussion.  Finally,  the  Report  of  Dr.  Humphrey  was 
adopted  with  great  unanimity,  of  which  the  most  important  practi¬ 
cal  part  was  embodied  in  the  following  statements  and  resolutions : — 

IV. — Investigation  Proposed. 

It  is  now  thirty-one  years  since  the  Board  received  its  present  organization. 
In  the  meantime,  changes,  every  way  remarkable,  have  occurred,  in  the  state 
both  of  the  country  and  the  Church.  The  territorial  limits  of  the  Republic  have 
been  enlargedj  so  as  to  include  Texas  and  the  Pacific  coastjand  the  intermediate 
region.  Many  new  States  have  been  admitted  into  the  Confederation ;  vast  re¬ 
gions  which,  in  1828,  were  almost  unknown  to  our  geography,  have  become  i^a- 
bited  by  our  people  ;  the  population  of  the  country  has  more  than  doubled.  The 
Church  also  has  been  multiplied  twofold  in  all  its  outward  elements,  to  wit,  m 
the  number  of  its  Presbvteries,  Synods,  ministers,  congregations,  and  communi¬ 
cants.  The  facilities  for  the  spread  of  the  Gospel,  moreover,  were  never  before 
so  numerous,  nor  the  fields  so  broad  and  inviting.  And  more  than  all,  the  re¬ 
peated  effusions  of  the  Holy  Spirit  have  imparted  vigour  and  purity  to  the  inward 
life  of  the  Church,  and  are  so  preparing  it  for  its  work. 

In  the  judgment  of  the  Committee,  the  time  has  now  come  when  the  General 
Assembly  should  examine  thoroughly  and  carefully  the  Constitution  of  the  Board 
of  Domestic  Missions,  unto  the  end  that  it  may,  if  possible,  be  more  closely  ad¬ 
justed  to  the  present  posture  of  our  affairs,  and  be  inaugurated  and  equipped  for 
the  immense  work  now  before  the  Church  in  the  home  field.  1 1  t. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  Assembly  the 

following  resolutions : —  .  t,-  a 

Rtsolved,  6.  A  Committee  of — - members  shall  be  appointed  by  this  As¬ 

sembly,  with  instructions  to  confer  with  the  Board  and  report  to  the  next  Assembly 
what  changes  in  the  organization  and  methods  of  the  Board  are  necessary  in 
order  to  its  greater  efficiency  and  wider  usefulness.  This  Committee  is  particu¬ 
larly  charged  to  report  on  the  expediency  of  the  following  measures : 

The  reduction  of  the  number  of  members  in  the  Board,  and  its  organization 
somewhat  after  the  lorm  of  the  Committee  on  Church  Extension. 

The  removal  of  the  Board  to  some  place  nearer  the  centre  of  the  Western 

missionary  fields.  _  to 

The  establishment  of  several  Executive  Committees  and  Corresponding  oecie- 

taries  in  different  parts  of  the  Church,  these  officers  to  be  invested  with  co¬ 
ordinate  powers ;  or,  .  .  •  i.  a  i  • 

The  establishment  of  a  single  central  Executive  Committee,  with  Advisory 

Committees  and  District  Secretaries,  as  provided  herein  for  the  Southwest.  ^ 

The  Committee  will  consider  the  question  as  to  how  many  officers  will  be 
needed  in  the  Central  Board,  and  the  division  of  labour  among  them. 

The  Committee  will  also  report  upon  any  other  matters  which  they  may  find 
within  the  range  of  this  inquiry. 

This  committee  consists  of  Drs.  Humphrey,  Boardman,  Phillips, 
Thornwell,  and  S.  T.  Wilson,  Ministers;  and  T.  Henderson  and 
J.  L.  Williams,  Ruling  Elders. 

Two  tickets  were  nominated  to  fill  the  vacancies  occurring  by 
the  annual  retirement  of  one-fourth  of  the  members  according  to 
the  constitution.  The  election  was  by  ballot,  and  the  tickets  were 


318 


The  Last  General  Assembly, 


[July. 


printed  and  distributed  among  the  members.  For  the  first  time, 
in  the  history  of  the  Church,  either  before,  or  since,  the  division, 
so  far  as  we  remember,  the  opposition  ticket  (so  called  to  distin¬ 
guish  it)  prevailed  by  a  considerable  majority.  We  understand 
that  the  majority  was  15  or  20,  there  being  about  220  votes  cast. 

Whilst  the  subject  was  under  discussion.  Dr.  Musgrave  delivered 
two  addresses  of  marked  ability,  which  won  the  favour  of  the 
Assembly. 


Board  of  Publication. — The  Board  of  Publication,  like  the 
Board  of  Domestic  Missions,  was  subjected  to  a  close  scrutiny. 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Edwards  and  Charles  Macalister,  Esq.,  two  of  the 
ablest  men  in  the  Church,  objected  to  certain  measures  of  policy, 
adopted  by  the  Board,  without  calling  in  question  the  general  wis¬ 
dom  of  its  management,  or  the  disinterested  devotedness  of  those 
who  had  so  long  conducted  its  operations.  These  gentlemen  were 
met  in  debate  with  equal  ability  by  J.  B.  Mitchell,  Esq.,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  B.  M.  Smith,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Schenk,  and  others.  Dr.  Edwards 
olfered  certain  resolutions,  wdiich  might  have  been  passed  with 
great  advantage  to  the  Board,  but  which  were  withdrawn  by  Dr. 
Edwards,  in  consequence  of  the  appointment  of  another  Committee 
in  reference  to  all  the  Boards,  to  which  we  will  refer  directly. 
Without  indorsing  all  the  points  made  by  Dr.  Edwards,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  they  were  worthy  of  a  fair  and  impartial  investi¬ 
gation.  The  following  are  the  resolutions  offered  by  Dr.  Edwards  : 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of - be  appointed,  to  inquire  atid  report  to  the 

next  General  Assembly,  what  changes,  if  any,  may  be  made  in  the  organization 
or  policy  of  the  Board  of  Publicatioo,  in  order  to  its  greater  efficiency  and  use¬ 
fulness. 

‘•Resolved,  That  said  Committee  be  instructed  to  confer  with  the  Board,  or 
the  officers  thereof,  and  shall  especially  consider, 

“  1st.  AVhether  the  offices  of  Corresponding  Secretary  and  Superintendent  of 
Colportage  may  not  be  merged  into  one. 

“  2d.  Whether  the  office  of  Book-keeper  and  Treasurer  may  not  also  be  com¬ 
bined. 

“  3d.  Whether  there  should  not  be  an  editor  appointed  for  the  Home  and  Foreign 
Record,  and  the  Sunday  School  Visitor,  or  whether  the  present  editor  of  the 
Board  might  not  be  charged  with  the  conduct  of  these  papers. 

“4th.  Whether  it  be  not  economical  and  expedient  for  the  Board  to  issue  pro¬ 
posals  for  its  material  and  its  work,  and  to  make  contracts  for  the  same  to  the 
lowest  and  best  bidders. 

“  5th.  What  is  the  present  actual  capital  and  assets  of  the  Board,  and  the  net 
annual  profits  of  the  last  five  years. 

“  Gth.  What  system,  if  any,  of  district  agencies  would  best  serve,  with  due  regard 
to  safety,  to  increase  the  sale  and  circulation  of  the  Board’s  publications. 

“  7th.  What  other  improvements,  if  any,  may  be  advisable  and  practicable  in 
the  department  of  colportage. 

“8th.  And,  in  general,  whatever  else  may  be  pertinent  to  the  subject-matter 
of  this  inquiry.” 

As  we  have  before  stated,  it  is  best  to  submit  to  such  inquiries 


1859.] 


The  Last  G-eneral  Assembly. 


319 


■without  even  the  appearance  of  opposition;  because  these  matteis 
must  be,  and  toill  be,  investigated.  We  are  well  aware  that  the 
Board  of  Publication  are  quite  desirous  of  having  an  investigation 
instituted  into  any,  and  all,  the  measures  of  their  policy  ;  and  such 
is  the  general  confidence  of  the  Church,  that  no  change  will  be 
sanctioned  without  the  most  careful  examination.  ^  t. 

As  the  Boards  of  Foreign  Missions,  of  Education,  and  Church 
Extension,  received  no  particular  attention  from  the  Assembly,  we 
make  no  remarks  upon  their  operations.  An  abstract  of  all  these 
operations  will  be  found  in  anothei  place. 


All  the  Boards.— Shortly  before  the  adjournment  of  the  Gene¬ 
ral  Assembly,  Dr.  B.  M.  Smith,  of  Ya.,  moved  the  following  resu- 
lutions  of  Reformation,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  result  in  great 
good.  The  resolutions  were  adopted  without  much,  if  any,  discus¬ 
sion  ;  and  they  do  not  commit  the  Assembly  to  anything  beyond 
the  reception  of  a  Report  next  year  on  all  these  subjects.  ^ 
field  of  research  is  before  the  Committee  of  Investigation.  Why 
were  no  Ruling  Elders  appointed  on  this  Committee  ? 


“  1  That  the  Constitution  of  the  Boards  of  Foreign  Missions,  Domestic  ^Mis¬ 
sions’ Education,  Publication,  and  Church  Extension,  be  modified  m  the  foiiow- 
ina  narticnlars.  That  the  number  of  members  in  these  institutions  be  limited  to 
siSeen  members,  eight  elders,  and  eight  ministers,  to  be  elected  in  four  classes. 

“  2  That  said  Boards  and  Committees  shall  meet  on  the  Thursday  of  the  week 
succe’eding  the  rising  of  the  Assembly,  and  thereafter  on  their  own  adjournment, 
provided  They  do  not  meet  less  often  than  once  monthly. 

^  “  3.  That  nine  members  shall  be  necessary  to  constitute  a  quorum. 

‘‘4  That  the  duties  devolving  on  the  Executive  Committee,  as  now  constito- 
ted  s'hall  devolve  on  the  Boards  and  Church  Extension  Committee  under  the 
proposed  organization,  and  that  the  Boards  and  Committee  shall  send  up  their 

records  for  review  to  the  Assembly.  i  n  v,  •  + 

“5  That  at  each  meeting  of  the  Assembly,  a  Committee  shall  be  appointed 

on  each  of  the  Boards  and  Church  Extension  Committee,  which  shall  consist  ot 
one  member  from  each-Synod  represented  in  the  Assembly,  provided  the  number 
of  members  mav  be  sufficient ;  to  which  Committee,  in  addition  to  the  ordinay 
duties  performed  by  it,  shall  be  added  that  of  nominating  suitable  persons  lor  the 
office  of  Secretaries  of  such  Boards  and  Church  Extension  Committee 

“  6.  That  a  Committee  of  one  member  from  each  of  the  Boards  and  the  Churcfi 
Extension  Committee  be  now  appointed  to_  prepare  for  the  consideration  of  t  e 
next  Assembly  such  other  and  special  modifications  of  the  existing  Constitutions 
of  said  Board,  and  Church  Extension  Committee  as  may  be  required,  should  the 
Assembly  proceed  to  the  adoption  of  the  foregoing  paper.'’ 


The  Committee  are  Drs.  B.  M.  Smith,  J.  B.  Spottswood,  Robert 
Steel,  W.  H.  Green,  and  J.  C.  Backus. 


CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION. 

Dr.  McGill,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence, 
submitted  the  following  paper  : — 

“Whereas,  The  third  centennial  anniversary  of  the  Presbyterian  Reformation 
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in  Great  Britain  approaches  in  the  year  next  ensuing,  and  errangements  have 
been  made  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church  of  bcotland,  the  Synod 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  of  Scotland,  and  the  PreS’  yterian  Synod  of 
England,  to  have  a  meeting  or  meetings,  attended  by  all  Evangelical  Presbyte¬ 
rian  bodies  in  the  world,  through  such  representation  as  the''  may  deem  it  pro¬ 
per  to  send  ;  and  ' 

“Whereas,  Brethren  of  our  own  body,  who  are  honoured  -ji  trusted  among 
us,  may  find  it  convenient  to  visit  this  interesting  convoc  )n  at  , their  own 
charges;  therefore 

“  Resolved^  That  the  Kev.  Drs.  Gardiner  Spring,  J.  W.  Alexander,  Nl.  Murray, 
Robert  Davidson,  C.  Van  Rensselaer,  John  Leyburn,  and  B.  M.  Palmer,  Minis¬ 
ters,  and  James  Lenox,  Robert  Carter,  T.  R.  R.  Cobb,  C.  Macalester,  and  Stephen 
Alexander,  Ruling  Elders,  be  appointed  to  represent  our  branch  of  the  Church  at 
that  meeting,  and  any  other  of  similar  aims  and  principles  in  Europe,  which  may 
meet  within  eighteen  months  from  the  present  date ;  and  that  Rev.  R.  C.  Mat¬ 
thews  be  appointed  delegate  to  the  Associate  Reformed  Syncl  of  the  South.” 

This  was  amended  by  adding  the  name  of  Dr.  McGill,  and 
adopted. 


NORTHWESTERN  SEMINARY. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  time  of  the  General  Assembly  was 
necessarily  occupied  with  discussions  on  the  Northwestern  Semi¬ 
nary.  Chicago  and  Indianapolis  being  put  in  nomination  for  the 
location,  the  vote  stood  for  Chicago  247,  for  Indianapolis,  78. 

The  following  Report  from  the  Committee  on  Theological  Semi¬ 
naries  was  adopted : — 

“In  regard  to  the  offers  made  for  the  endowment  of  said  Seminary  in  the  city 
of  Chicago,  the  following  resolutions  are  submitted  : — 

“1.  Resolved,  That  this  General  Assembly  do  hereby  accept  the  donation  of 
$100,000,  made  by  Mr.  McCormick  to  them  for  the  endowment  of  four  Professor¬ 
ships  in  the  Presl)yterian  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Northwest,  about  to  be 
established  by  this  Assembly,  and  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  therein  men-- 
tioned. 

“2.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  General  Assembly  be  tendered  to  Mr. 
C.  H.  McCormick  for  his  munificent  donation,  and  that  a  copy  of  these  resolu¬ 
tions  be  transmitted  to  Mr.  C.  H.  McCormick  by  the  Stated  Clerk. 

“3.  Resolved,  That  the  offer  of  forty-five  acres  of  land  from  other  gentlemen 
of  Chicago,  under  certain  specified  conditions,  together  with  similar  offers,  be 
referred  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  to  be  accepted  or  not,  at  their  discretion. 

“The  following  constitution  is  submitted  by  the  Committee  for  the  government 
of  the  Seminary,  based  as  much  as  possible  upon  the  oh^  constitution,  with  only 
such  changes  as  are  necessitated  by  the  transfer  of  the  <  '  ^  ^of  said  Seminary 

from  the  Synods  to  the  Assembly.  (The  constitutioi  is  somewhat  long,  and  will 
probably  be  published  in  another  way.  It  is  understood  to  be  very  similar  to 
those  of  Princeton,  Danville,  and  Alleghany.  We  omit,  at  least  for  the  present, 
its  publication.) 

“  With  a  view  to  secure  such  amendments  to  the  charter  g  j^ay  be  required 
by  this  change  in  the  direction  and  control  of  this  Seminary.  to  provide  for 
the  legal  transfer  of  the  property,  the  Committee  submit  the  Assembly  the 
following  resolution : — 

“3.  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  said  •  t^^^narv^  for  whose 
appointment  provision  is  made  in  the  constitution  herew.'  b,gyt.mitted,  be,  and 
they  hereby  are  directed  to  take  such  measures  as  may  be  tound  proper  n.nd 
expedient  to  procure  the  legal  transfer  and  safe  investment  of  all  the  property  of 
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said  Seminary ;  for  that  purpose,  to  procure  from  the  Legislature  of  Illinois 
such  legislation  may  be  necessary  to  effect  this  object. 

“4.  Resolved,  Ihat  it  be  made  the  first  special  order  for  Monday  next  to  elect 
Professors  to  fill  the  four  following  chairs,  viz. : 

“1.  The  chai'  t  Didactic  and  Polemic  Theology. 

‘■2.  Biblical  i  Ecclesiastical  History. 

“3.  Historici  nd  Pastoral  Thology  and  Church  Government. 

“4.  B’blical  iuierature  and  Exegesis.” 

Dr.  Macmaster  moved  to  postpone  the  whole  subject  until  next 
year.  On  this  motion  he  made  a  long  (2J-  hours),  able,  and  suici¬ 
dal  speech,  to  y/hich  Dr.  Rice  replied  with  his  usual  skill  and  con¬ 
clusiveness.  The  vote  was  then  taken  to  fill  the  chairs  of  the  new’ 
Seminary,  with, The  following  results: — 

For  -ihe  chair  of  Didactic  axd  Polemic  Theology. 

N.  L.  Rice,  D.D,,  .......  214 

E.  D.  Macmaster,  D.D.,  ......  45 

Scattering,  ........  18 


277 

Dr.  Rice’s  majority  over  all,  151. 


For  the  chair  of  Biblical  axd  Ecclesiastical  History. 

Willis  Lord,  D.D,,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .218 

James  C.  Moffat,  D.D.,  ......  23 

Scattering,  ........  34 

275 

Dr.  Lord’s  majority  over  all,  161. 

For  the  chair  of  Historical  axd  Pastoral  Theology  axd  Church 

Goyerxmext. 

Leroy  J.  Halsey,  D.D,,  ......  206 

Scattering,  . . 48 


254 

Dr.  Halsey’s  majority 'over  all,  158. 


For  the  chair  of  Biblical  Literature  axd  Exegesis. 

William  M.  Scott,  D.D., . 165 

J.  F.  McLaren,  D.D.,  .......  45 

Scattering,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  36 


to 


Dr.  Sco„u  b  .*iajbri<-y  over  all,  84. 
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The  election  resulted  according  to  the  wishes  of  the  friends  of 
the  new  Seminary,  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  General 
Assembly.  Th->j  hand  of  God  was  apparent  in  the  whole  transac¬ 
tion.  t 

The  successf^:  establishment  of  the  Northwestern  Seminary  at 
Chicago,  this  yt  is  due  to  the  efforts  of  Dr.  Rice  and  Mr.  C.  H. 
McCormick.  ie  latter  gentleman,  with  a  munificence,  whose 
memory  will  abide  forever  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  made  a 
donation  of  for  the  endowment  of  the  institution.  In  no 
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Other  way,  as  far  as  we  can  see,  could  that  amount  of  money  be  so 
well  applied  for  religious  purposes.  May  a  rich  reward  follow  this 
large-hearted  liberality ! 

COLONIZATION  AND  DR.  THORNWELL. 

We  regret  that  the  subject  of  Colonization  was  brought  into  the 
General  Assembly.  The  testimonies  in  its  favour  are  so  full  and 
explicit  as  to  need  no  repetition  at  the  present  time. 

When  Dr.  Deid’s  proposition,  recommending  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  was  read,  it  was  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 
This  motion  was  lost  by  ayes  83,  noes  160.  Dr.  Thornwell,  after 
an  able  and  eloquent  speech,  maintaining  that  the  Church’s  only 
vocation  was  to  save  sinners,  moved  that  the  proposition  be  refer¬ 
red  to  the  Committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures  (a  Committee  of 
nine)^  to  report  thereon,  which  W’as  carried ;  and  the  Committee 
subsequently  reported  the  following  resolutions : — 

1.  The  Committee  report  that  the  Church  is  a  spiritual  body,  not  appointed 
to  bear  testimony  in  relation  to  institutions  purely  secular. 

“2.  Nevertheless,  the  action  of  the  Assembly,  in  the  years  1848  and  1853,  has 
all  the  weight  which  present  action,  if  taken,  would  have.” 

Dr.  McGill,  after  some  discussion,  moved  an  amendment,  amply 
sufficient  under  the  circumstances.  It  was  in  these  words: — 

“Resolved,  That  it  is  sufficient  action  of  the  General  Assembly  to  refer  the 
friends  of  the  Colonization  Society  to  the  former  action  of  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly.” 

This  simple  resolution,  however,  was  very  unsatisfactory  to  Dr. 
Thornwell,  who  is  supposed  to  entertain  ultra  pro-slavery  views, 
and  to  look  upon  Colonization  with  disfavour.  He  maintained,  as 
in  his  former  speech,  that  the  Church  had  no  authority  to  make 
any  deliverance  upon  such  subjects,  and  moved  to  lay  Dr.  McGill’s 
amendment  upon  the  table.  We  find  the  following  incidents  in  the 
‘^Central  Presbyterian,''  of  Richmond,  Va.,  at  this  juncture  : — 

“Mr.  West,  of  Cincinnati,  rose  to  ask  Dr.  Thornwell,  if,  in  courtesy,  he  would 
allow  one  question  before  pressing  his  motion  to  lay  on  the  table.  He  would  vote 
for  Dr.  Thornwell’s  paper,  and  for  his  motion,  if  Dr.  Thornwell  would  only  answer 
a  question.  The  Moderator  interfered,  and  said  that  if  Dr.  Thornwell  would  yield 
the  floor  a  moment,  Mr.  West  might  ask  the  question.  Dr.  Thornwell  replied 
that  he  would  cheerfully  yield  to  a  question. 

“Mr.  West  continued  in  these  words:  ‘I  find,  in  the  Assembly’s  Digest,  the 
very  doctrine  respecting  the  Church  which  Dr.  Thornwell  has  propounded,  and 
which  I  myself  approve.  It  is  stated  in  these  words  :  “  The  Church  of  Christ  is 
a  spiritual  body,  whose  jurisdiction  extends  to  the  religious  faith  and  moral  con¬ 
duct  of  her  members.”  And  yet,  notwithstanding  this  doctrine,  the  General  As¬ 
sembly  has  no  less  than  twelve  times  recommended,  most  earnestly,  the  American 
Colonization  Society.  (Excitement  and  confusion.)  My  question  is,  how  can 
this  Assembly  vote  down  the  amendment  proposed  ivithout  ignoring  all  her  former 
testimony  on  the  subject?'  (Cries  of  Out  of  order,  Question,  Question.)  Dr. 
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Thornwell^  standing  on  tlie  platform,  bowed  to  Mr.  West  very  politely,  but  made 
no  answer.  He  pressed  his  motion  to  lay  on  the  table.  Coming  down  from  the 
platform,  he  advanced  very  pleasantly  to  Mr.  West,  and,  in  a  subdued  voice,  said  •' 
‘There  is  no  other  doctrine  that  will  save  the  Church.’  Mr.  West  replied:  ‘I 
know  that,  but  it  tears  up,  by  the  roots,  all  our  former  action  on  the  subject.’ 
Dr.  Thornwell  replied,  very  pleasantly :  ‘  That's  so,  true,  but  men  are  not  always 
obliged  to  be  consistent  P  The  difference  of  opinion  was  expressed  in  perfect 
good  temper  on  the  part  of  both. 

“  Dr.  Phelps  moved  the  previous  question,  but  withdrew  it  to  allow  Dr.  Thorn- 
well  to  offer  his  motion.  This  was  carried,  and  thus  the  firebrand  was  extin¬ 
guished.” 

The  “firebrand,”  however,  was  not  “extinguished”  in  that  man¬ 
ner.  Dr.  Thornwell,  having  succeeded  in  causing  Dr.  McGill’s 
amendment  to  be  laid  upon  the  table,  read  a  paper  of  his  own,  when 
Dr.  B.  M.  Smith,  of  Va.,  moved  to  lay  Dr.  Thornwell’s  paper  upon 
the  table,  which  was  carried.  So  that  no  decisive  action  was  taken 
either  way;  and  Dr.  Thornwell’s  idea  of  the  Church  is  not  yet, 
thanks  be  to  God,  incorporated  into  the  action  of  the  General  As¬ 
sembly.  All  the  important  testimonies  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
on  slavery  and  colonization  are  not  yet  erased.  We  shall  recur  to 
this  subject  at  some  future  time. 

ADJOURNMENT  TO  MEET  AT  ROCHESTER. 

The  Assembly  adjourned,  after  a  protracted  and  laborious  ses¬ 
sion,  to  meet  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  on  the  third  Thursday  of  May, 
1860. 


THE  BURIAL  OF  A  MOTHER.* 

I.  Behold  your  mother  as  she  sleeps  in  death. — If  you 
survive  her,  you  will  either  behold  this  sight,  or,  at  a  distance  from 
which  you  cannot  return  to  see  it  with  your  eyes,  imagination  will 
present  it  strongly  before  your  mind.  In  a  coffin,  behold  thy  mo¬ 
ther  !  The  eyes  which  never  saw  you  approach  without  beaming 
love  upon  you,  are  shut  forever  in  this  world,  heedless  of  your 
earnest,  fond  gaze,  your  streaming  tears,  your  protestations  of 
love,  your  appeals  to  her,  half  unconscious  yourself  what  you  say. 
You  may  kiss  that  cold  cheek,  but  you  will  receive  nothing  in  re¬ 
turn.  Silence  has  placed  her  seal  on  those  expressive  lips ;  you 

*  Extracted  from  a  Sermon,  preached  by  the  Rev.  Nehemiah  Adams,  D.D.,  of 
Boston,  1847,  on  the  occasion  of  the  burial  of  his  mother. 
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feel  neglected  or  shunned,  while  one,  whose  thoughts  and  words 
outran  all  your  joys  and  sorrows,  speaks  no  salutation,  gives  no 
answer.  There  are  the  hands  which  received  you,  a  helpless  in¬ 
fant,  from  the  hands  of  God,  which  pressed  you  to  her  bosom, 
ministered  to  your  every  want,  held  up  your  first  steps,  bound  up 
^  your  wounds,  smoothed  the  pillow,  and  made  you  comfortable  in 
bed;  which  pointed  out  each  new  object  to  your  inexperienced 
eyes;  which  laboured  for  you  in  w^ays  for  which  no  wealth  is  a 
compensation,  and  in  which  w^ealth  could  not  induce  a  stranger  to 
serve  you.  Those  hands  are  now^  folded  forever  upon  that  bosom 
where  you  often  cradled  your  head ;  but  now  they  seem  to  serve 
as  bars  between  it  and  you.  The  venerable  form  of  a  mother  is 
extended  for  its  last  sleep,  composed  for  the  narrow  house  with  the 
customary  decencies  of  burial,  but  deprived  of  all  things  else.  The 
icy  cleanness  and  coldness  of  the  shroud  takes  the  place  of  those 
familiar  habiliments,  wuth  which  her  revered  image  is  identified  in 
your  mind.  You  cannot  suppress  the  feeling  that  there  is  a  viola¬ 
tion  of  respect  to  her  in  her  being  subjected  to  burial.  She  goes 
the  way  of  all  the  earth.  Oh,  could  not  the  dread  sentence  be 
suspended  in  favour  of  such  a  mother,  and  in  view  of  such  love  as 
yours ! 

II.  Behold  thy  mothek,  on  her  way  to  the  grave,  and  at 

LAST  CONSIGNED  TO  THE  NARROW  HOUSE. — Through  the  Streets 
where  you  have  so  often  walked  with  her,  you  follow  the  hearse 
with  its  precious  charge.  All  things  around  seem  to  you  to  share 
in  your  sadness.  You  come  to  the  tomb.  Faithful  tomb  !  where 
the  garnered  dust  of  dear  relatives  and  friends  is  kept  safely  ;  but 
a  sad,  gloomy  dwelling-place  for  a  parent  to  inhabit.  Men  and 
strangers  take  her  from  your  sight  beneath  the  earth.  Will  you 
go  down  with  them,  and  see  that  all  things  are  decent  and  in 
order ;  that  side  by  side  wfith  some  dear  sleeper  there,  those  re¬ 
mains  may  find  their  most  appropriate  position  for  their  long 
sleep  ?  Oh,  wFat  a  narrow,  damp,  miserable  house  to  leave  a 
parent  in  !  This  arched,  low,  brick  roof,  these  mouldered  walls, 
these  decaying  cofiins  !  and  no  light  here  but  from  the  door  which 
in  a  moment  is  to  be  shut  up,  and  then  how  dark  !  so  that  night 
there  is  no  darker  than  the  livelong  day.  You  take  a  last  gaze  at 
that  face  ;  you  fasten  the  lid.  Farewell,  dear  mother !  we  meet  on 
earth  no  more,  till  we  hear  the  voice  of  the  archangel  and  the 
trump  of  God ! 

If  this  were  all  that  Christian  faith  and  hope  could  permit  us  to 
say,  the  exhortation  in  the  text  would  now  end  with  a  sad  and 
dreadful  limitation. 

If  your  mother  is  a  Christian,  you  will  never  feel  more  forcibly 
on  any  other  occasion  the  meaning  of  that  word,  “  0  Death,  where 
is  thy  sting  ?”  In  a  tomb,  I  was  impressed  with  its  meaning.  A 
sting  rankles  after  the  wound  is  made ;  a  sting  leaves  behind  a 
poison  which  inflames  and  torments  the  sufferer.  No  such  subse- 
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quent  effects  -will  you  feel  at  the* death  of  a  pious  mother,  if  you 
yourself  be  a  child  of  God.  Your  feelings  will  consist  of  exquisite 
love  and  tenderness;  you  will  be  overwhelmed  by  the  thoughts  of 
childhood  and  the  scenes  of  home  ;  by  acts  of  love  and  kindness, 
by  the  precious  memory  of  her  who  has  gone  ;  but  the  fact  that  she 
has  died  and  is  buried,  while  it  subdues  you  with  grief,  leaves  no 
rankling  sting  behind ;  you  feel  no  anguish  in  the  wound ;  no  poi¬ 
son  from  the  monster  death  inflames  your  feelings.  Christian  faith 
and  hope  say  to  you, 

III.  Behold  thy  mother  with  Christ. — She  who  first  taught 
your  lips  to  speak  the  name  of  Christ,  and  your  heart  to  love  him ; 
who  prayed  at  your  birth  that  you  might  be  the  Lord’s,  and  said, 
“Therefore  have  I  lent  him  to  the  Lord  ;  as  long  as  he  liveth,  he 
shall  be  the  Lord’s  who  lived  for  your  salvation  ;  w^hose  joy  was 
full  when  you  became  a  follower  of  Christ,  or  whose  last  hours 
needed  this  one  consolation,  to  see  you  a  follower  of  the  Saviour, 
has  now  been  received  into  the  presence  of  her  Redeemer.  What 
friends  received  her?  Were  your  father  and  other  members  of 
your  dear  family  circle  there,  to  welcome  her  home  ?  When  you 
or  some  other  child  of  the  family  returned  after  a  long  absence, 
you  know  the  joy  with  which  you  met  your  mother,  and  you  re¬ 
member  the  arrangements  in  the  house  which  were  made  with 
reference  to  your  reception.  Or  when  she  returned,  you  know 
what  pleasure  it  gave  you  to  receive  her.  The  meeting  between 
those  loved  ones  in  heaven  must  have  been  a  scene  on  which  angels, 
wRo  were  never  lost  and  found,  looked  with  wonder  and  love.  But 
this  is  nothing  to  her  meeting  with  her  God  and  Saviour.  You 
could  not  follow  her  further  than  to  the  gates  of  death.  When 
your  ability  to  help  her  ceased,  an  unseen  hand  was  stretched  forth 
amid  the  shades  of  death,  and  a  voice  said  to  her,  “Fear  not,  for 
I  am  with  thee  ;  be  not  dismayed,  for  I  am  thy  God.”  If  there  is 
a  being  whom  it  would  make  you  most  happy  to  see  exalted  to  a 
state  of  glory  and  bliss,  it  is  your  mother.  Now  by  faith  you  ma^^ 
behold  her  made  perfectly  happy ;  free  from  sin,  from  infirmity  of 
body  and  mind,  her  desires  fulfilled,  her  bliss  complete.  All  that 
you  could  wish  for  in  her  behalf  is  surpassed  by  a  far  more  exceed¬ 
ing  and  an  eternal  weight  of  glory.  You  now  recall  the  earnestness 
and  fervour  of  her  religious  feelings,  her  tones  of  voice  in  prayer, 
her  adoring  thoughts  of  God,  her  views  of  heaven,  her  desires  to  be 
there,  the  subjects  of  sermons  w'hich  gave  her  great  satisfaction,  the 
hymns  which  you  heard  her  singing  to  herself  at  her  work,  her 
frequent  exclamations  of  joy  at  the  thought  of  being  wdth  Christ  and 
his  saints,  her  love  for  all  that  was  beautiful  and  sublime  in  nature, 
and  her  recognition  of  God  in  everything.  All  the  desires  of  her 
heart  are  now  fulfilled.  Perhaps  it  was  she  that  taught  you  those 
consoling  truths,  and  bid  you  mark  the  melody  of  the  language  in 
which  they  are  conveyed,  in  the  answer  of  the  Assembly’s  Cate¬ 
chism  :  “  The  souls  of  believers  are  at  their  death  made  perfect  in 
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holiness,  and  do  immediately  pass  into  glory ;  their  bodies,  being 
still  united  to  Christ,  do  rest  in  their  graves  till  the  resurrection.” 
This  is  now  fulfilled  in  her. 


THE  BABY. 


Another  little  wave 
Upon  the  sea  of  life ; 

Another  soul  to  save, 

Amid  its  toil  and  strife. 

Two  more  little  feet 

To  walk  the  dusty  road ; 

To  choose  where  two  paths  meet, 
The  narrow,  or  the  broad. 

Two  more  little  hands 
To  work  for  good  or  ill  ; 

Two  more  little  eyes ; 

Another  little  will. 

Another  heart  to  love, 

Receiving  love  again  j 

And  so  the  baby  came, 

A  thing  of  joy  and  pain. 
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A  CIRCULAR  LETTER, 

ADDRESSED,  IN  THE  YEAR  1790,  BY  THE  PRESBYTERY  OF  LONG  ISLAND,  TO  THE 

SEVERAL  CHURCHES  UNDER  THEIR  CARE. 

Beloved  Brethren  ; — 

The  Presbytery  of  Long  Island,  at  their  present  session  in  this  place, 
have  taken  into  consideration  the  circumstances  of  the  churches  under 
their  care.  The  broken  and  unsound  state  in  which  they  stand  evidently 
claims  our  united  attention.  The  obvious  declension  of  Christian  order, 
harmony,  and  stability,  is  just  matter  of  great  lamentation. 

To  this,  we  have  reason  to  think,  are  principally  owing  the  general 
decay  of  vital  religion,  the  prevalence  of  error,  and  the  rage  of  licentious¬ 
ness  in  faith  and  practice. 

That  these  evils  exist  among  us  there  can  be  no  doubt;  and  they  are 
the  natural  connections  of  the  neglect  of  Gospel  order. 


